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Peyrefitte, Roger Knights Malta 
Criterion. Oct. 16,1959. 317p. $4.50. 

The Knights Malta came into being military 
order founded somewhere the obscurity 
preceded the Crusades. Originally known the Hos- 
pitallers St. John Jerusalem, they became known 
the Knights Rhodes 1309, title they retained 
until the golden age the Renaissance. 1530, 
Charles gave them Malta, then dependency the 
Kingdom Sicily, under the sovereignty the kings 
Spain. Upon accession its new home, the ancient 
order also took the title bears today, Knights 
Malta. 


Its history, while not always glorious, indeed colorful. 
Knights fought prominently against the Ottoman Em- 
pire the great resistance that culminated with 
Lepanto. Pierre d’Aubusson was Knight, and the 
great Villiers Adam. fact, Soleiman had 
bring 400 ships and 140,000 men bear for six 
months before Villiers and his small host were forced 
capitulate. The Turk, great man his own right, 
was impressed that released all prisoners and even 
lent his own ships return the captain and his men 
Europe. 

After period decadence, the Knights Malta 
emerged international organization possessed 
considerable lands and little wealth. certain 
minor cases, still makes use its once great preroga- 
tive send and receive diplomatic representatives. Its 
contemporary position largely honorary and its service 
the works the Church immense and varied. 


Knights Malta, the novel, presumes knowledge 
the order’s history and mentions its service only 
few passing lines. All three-hundred pages devote 
themselves wholly conspiracy led certain 
Cardinal Canali and his minions take over the lands 
and the treasures the Knights. the story 
ecclesiastical power play. 

Cardinal Canali and his clique employ every Machia- 
vellian device bring the Knights heel. They 
piously. They identify themselves with the Vatican— 
insult them insult the Holy Father. The 
Knights, turn, use every clever trick the book 
hold what rightfully theirs and keep from knuck- 
ling under. this were script for Western, the 
Cardinal would clearly the leader “the bad guys,” 
mean, greedy, mendacious, insincere, crafty, cruel, dia- 
bolically shrewd, while the Knights are “the good guys,” 
noble, intelligent, somewhat martyred but not without 
ruse two their own. 

With some heavy-handed satire and less wit, the novel 
relates painstaking detail all the moves and counter 
notes, rescripts, meetings, maneuvers and manip- 
ulations the Cardinal’s gang versus the 
reads like the Moderator’s copy student govern- 
ment report some campus controversy. 
exciting the Congressional Record. 

All all, one doubts whether the average American 
reader will last beyond page 50. Incidentally, the 
French audience—so the dust jacket says—has fallen 
off from 500,000 90,000 between the author’s The 
Keys St. Peter and Knights Malta. The propor- 
tion seems somewhat irregular because Knights ever 
much more incredibly dull. masterpiece 
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boredom which, $4.50 per copy, indicates that even 
the price ennui not unaffected our economic 


inflation. 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Gemini 


Kelley, William 

Doubleday. Oct. 478p. $4.95. (III) 
Gemini the story Bascomb McGoslin, New York 
boy, who age seventeen entered Monastic Order 
and remained about one year. During his brief novi- 
tiate Bascomb lost not only his vocation but his faith 
well. Puzzled his own conduct Bascomb came 
regard himself split personality aptly symbolized 
the Zodiacal Sign Gemini under which was 
born. think,” said he, “those twins are the fit and 
fated symbols own peculiar schizophrenia.” 
That’s one way putting but Bascomb’s trouble 


could explained without reference either astrology 


abnormal psychology. was unlikely candi- 
date for Holy Orders one could imagine. For months 
prior his decision enter the Monastery had 
been having affair with his girl friend, the beauteous 
June Cyzmanski, and the eve his departure 
spent the night with her. She haunted him the 
cloister but for while least was distracted his 
studies, particularly philosophy. are expected 
believe that within few months the brilliant Bascomb 
had read Latin editions Aristotle, Augustine, Al- 
bertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Duns Soctus, Alex- 
ander Hales, Bonaventure, and others and was able 
dispute learnedly regarding their relative merits. 
averred that liked Scotus better than Aquinas but the 
truth the matter was that liked Miss Cyzmanski 
better than either them. was she who won out 
the end. After one year the Monastery Bascomb 
concluded that the Thomistic proofs for the existence 
God were untenable and Duns Scotus’ proof from 
possibility only slightly less so. Whereupon put 
call New York and before the day was over June 
Cyzmanski had called the Monastery her sport 
car and while the Monks looked amazement she 
bore off Bascomb triumph. 

must admitted that this well constructed novel 
and, moreover, engrossing one. Once Mr. McGos- 
lin’s story begins unfold the reader cannot choose 
but hear. The characters are all strenuous, voluble, 
and little off-beat. Sean McGoslin, Bascomb’s grand- 
sire, has extremely rich vocabulary profanity and 
invective. George Mangan, fellow student Bas- 
comb’s, has great fund Rabelaisian humor. The 
Priests the Order St. Titus (fictitious) are all 
intelligent though generally pompous and humorless. 
The dialogue good, the situations plausible, and the 
whole picture Seminary routine faithfully presented. 


However, despite its literary merits Gemini cannot 
recommended the general run readers. 
plainly quite improper book. Bascomb’s indoctrina- 
tion into the mysteries sex and his early experiments 
with the same are dealt with almost clinical detail. 
The young man’s reflections ecclesiastical polity are, 
put mildly, irreverent, and his conclusions with 
respect dogmatic definitions such the Immaculate 
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Conception and the Virgin Birth are nothing short 
blasphemous. The only thing that saves the book from 
“suitable for nobody” classification the fact that 
the story boy whose mind though brilliant was 
more disciplined than his flesh, but who lived 
maturity might mend his ways and recover his faith. 
the book’s end Bascomb with the Marines 
Korea. always describes himself 
“the only atheist any foxhole Korea.” That’s 


Bascomb for you. 
McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Descalzo, Jose Luis Martin God’s Frontier 
Knopf. Oct. 19,1959. 246p. $3.95. (I) 

Author Descalzo part the youthful movement 
priest-writers Spain. has won several prizes 
his country for prose and poetry. The present book, 
his first full-length novel, won the 1956 Eugenio Nadal 
Prize. The translation Harriet Onis preserves 
the original sinewy writing and engrossing imagery. 

The story God’s Frontier reminiscent the excel- 
celent French movie some years back: Dieu besoin 
des hommes; would good risk for screening. The 
stark setting and the profound theological problem 
posed similar. The scene this story small 
Spanish town the grip merciless drought. The 
parish priest dying and brash young curate 
from the next village trying cope with frayed 
tempers, speculators, market-place theologians, mer- 
cenary worthies, plotting cynics, heat, and despair. The 
innocent hero emerges messianic role, becomes the 
scapegoat, and finally the fully sacrificed victim. 


The hero Renato: “born again.” arrived the 
town child-magician, living show-wagon with 
squalid ménage trois. The two women and man 
succumbed during night’s orgy murder and suicide 
and Renato was adopted local childless couple. 
His origin and innocence are suspect atmosphere 
where good name more important than goodness. 


When the drought reaches the stage where all hope for 
the vineyards abandoned, the village cross suddenly 
topples over, dramatic indication Divine dis- 
pleasure. the ensuing procession supplication, 
Renato finds that worker miracles. 
hundreds witnesses, raises the cross. Penance 
abandoned and old vices are resumed the villagers 
turn over the task making miraculous rain Renato. 
When the few miracles consents work turn out 
useless, everyone suspects him league 
with the devil and the soul-searching and the pointing 
accusing fingers start all over again. Meanwhile, 
news the wonders has reached Madrid and train- 
loads pilgrims begin pour in. The prospect 
turning this local spot into bustling and prosperous 
new Fatima sets everyone scheming 
supernatural shenanigans with more appeal get still 
money from the pilgrims. The reader cannot help 
detecting timely but gentle poking fun what 
Fatima has become the recent popular mind, where 
perfectly obvious prophecies and even threats from 
high capture more attention than simple “useless” 
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The symbolism this novel profound and inesca- 
pable, but God’s Frontier does not thereby cease 
exciting well told parable interspersed with dialogue 
that recalls some the best Bernanos. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 

Salle College, 

Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, 
Philippines 


Sutcliff, Rosemary Rider White Horse 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 320p. $4.50. (I) 


The turbulent reign Charles England charged 
with thrill-packed tales. Rosemary Sutcliff Rider 
White Horse pictures one these episodes mas- 
terfully, sure, would one-the-scene reporter. 
the tale, the true tale, Lord Thomas Fairfax and 
his valiant wife, Anne. 

Lord Fairfax joined forces against Charles and the 
Cavaliers. Anne, his young wife who was soldier’s 
daughter and now soldier’s wife was determined 
follow him through the war. She had seen war first 
hand since she was girl. was her blood. Having 
lost her second child shortly after her husband began 
fighting, she was renewed her determination not 
remain behind and brood, but join him and comfort 
him his way. together with her young daughter, 
Moll, and her maid, Christian, she joined her husband. 


Not only was Anne comfort her husband his 
tireless work, but she was nurse his wounded men 
and real source encouragement for his entire force. 
From battle battle she valiantly rode beside her be- 
loved husband his beautiful white horse, White 
Surrey. 


Once, captured the King’s forces, she was the pris- 
oner Lord Newcastle. treated her with kind- 
ness, but tormented her away from her husband 
and his men. But even here she did her part. was 
through her pleadings and influence that Newcastle 
stopped the sack Bradford which had earlier or- 
dered. Lives, virtue and the most valiant city Lord 
Fairfax’s force was thereby saved. 

Thus, the very end Anne was with Lord Fairfax. 
She had promised him: “Where you go, Thomas, go.” 
That she did, valiant and brave. Not even war would 
separate them. 

Rosemary Sutcliff has done most remarkable job 
both her historical and literary portrayal this portion 
England’s Civil War during the reign Charles 
the many history books and historical novels have 
read recently, this one takes first place. developed 
with life, color, and remarkable empathy with and for 


its many characters. 
Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap., 
Marathon, Wisconsin 


Carney, Otis Yesterday’s Hero 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 312p. $3.95. 

Rip Macklin, born and raised Mississippi planta- 
tion, has been World War hero Marine Corps 
pilot the South Pacific. After the war marries 
admiral’s daughter and prepares face another type 
warfare: the battle for success the business world. 
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man great personal charm and real ability, Macklin 
has sense the value money; jumps from one 
wild scheme another and always emerges loser. 
His wife, who loves him with ardor and sincerity 
which overlook his faults, stays his side throughout 
ten years struggle which one financial crisis suc- 
ceeds another. Driven last desperation, she an- 
nounces her intention leaving him. despair 
agrees pilot “big-shot” Las Vegas gambler and the 
latter’s girl friend fishing camp the Mexican 
state Lower California. The plane crashes; but the 
three aboard are able break from the wreckage, only 
find themselves lost arid, desolate desert country. 


The gambler left with the plane while Macklin and 
the girl set out look for help What follows 
expertly drawn narrative sheer terror which will 
recall many the famous Death Valley scenes Frank 
Norris’ McTeague. Rescue comes last and all are 
saved. somewhat contrived climax, Rip and his 
wife are reunited, and even the gambler turns out 
pretty decent guy, too. 


great shakes novel, Hero moves 
well and has interesting story The wanderings 
Macklin and the gambler’s girl friend through the 
heat the barren Lower California desert most cer- 
tainly constitute the most effective section the book; 
but Mr. Carney also has something reporter’s eye 
for the contemporary American scene its more 
“civilized” manifestations. example, his descrip- 
tions the neon-lighted jungle which Las Vegas are 
extremely well done; and has captured too the 
sprawling growth Los Angeles and its boom town 
atmosphere with extraordinary skill. 


What really sets Yesterday’s Hero apart from the great 
majority contemporary novels, however, its spir- 
itual orientation. There respect for marriage; there 
recognition the need for prayer, and there mini- 
mum bad language. The author does not probe too 
deeply, and much the philosophy best but half 
thought out; but the intentions are admirable. And 
this reviewer could forgive him great deal anyway, 
for his survivor scenes are something geunine tour 
force. This better than average adult reading 
which places great strain the reader but does give 
more than little satisfaction. 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Stringfellow, Olga The Fresh and the Salt 
Doubleday. Oct. 8,1959. 384p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This historical novel which concerns itself with 
life New Zealand the middle the last century. 
The story tells young Scottish girl who comes out 
New Zealand marry man whom she had met 
somewhat casually Scotland. After some complica- 
tions she marries him and leads life 200 pages 
misery. 

She then marries the man she should have married 
first, you follow the emotion evoked the story. 
This marriage takes place under bizarre circumstances 
and takes the rest the book get this straightened 
out. 


SELLERs 


Meantime this authoress has led her heroine through 
series native uprisings and captivities which take her 
every scene action New Zealand that time, 
real monument ingenuity. This includes 
ing human head shrinking and the preparation 
human body for consumption, plus the actual con- 
sumption thereof. 

The heroine wilts under this treatment, and wonder, 


Incidentally for sheer stupidity, perversity, 
tency and general lack appeal this heroine leads the 


1959 field. 
James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 
Berry, John Krishna Fluting 


Macmillan. Oct. 266p. $3.95. (III) 


This novel, winner the 1959 Macmillan Fiction 
Award, set India and revolves about the character 
Peter Bruff, son American Quaker father and 
Hindu mother. Bruff, with the reputation 
hunter, comes Tashiling kill man-eating python 
called Kaliya. Tashiling Bruff renews acquaintances 
with number his friends. first pursued 
exotic Tibetan woman, Liliu Acquileia, who has 
little difficulty catching him. Later his former love, 
Irene Nayler, Quaker mission worker, seeks his em- 
brace, but this time really interested Indira, 
ravishing Hindu maiden. After considerable amount 
philosophizing and considerable amount sex, 
Bruff kills the python Liliu being crushed death. 


storyteller, begin with terrific narrative interest— 
man-eating python ravaging the countryside; but then 
realize that you must not allow the hunt com- 
pleted until the final chapter. What you writer 
Well, you are Mr. Berry’s mind, you fill the 
middle your book with dull characters, number 
sex, tedious amount obvious symbolism, 
and long-winded discussions sex and religion. Then, 
you are Mr. Berry, you write superb final chapter, 
“Snake Shoot Tashiling,” which shows that you 
possess much talent and narrative ability. 


With prudent selection and judicious pruning, Mr. 
Berry could have made excellent novella out this 
story, but the middle the novel has become pot- 
pourri everything has ever heard about learned 
about the lore India and the Far East. honest, 
Mr. Berry knows vast amount about the East; his 
knowledge immense. Some his material in- 
teresting, but much sheer verbiage, and this data 
does not belong narration. reader also gets the 
feeling that some the sex the novel there simply 
spice the book and add its sale possibilities. 
tainly Mr. Kashani’s attempted rape Irene far- 
fetched and ludicrous, but Mr. Berry attempts 
sent normal, serious matter. Curiously enough, 
for man who obviously intellectual, Mr. Berry 
conveys times naive backwoods impression. His 
attitudinizing leads one believe that may consider 
himself Indian “beatnik.” This result regrettable, 
for the final chapter convinces that Mr. Berry has 
possibilities writer will curb his vaporizing 
and emphasize his belatedly 


talent. Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 
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Thirkell, Angela Love All Ages 
Knopf. Oct. 14,1959. 310p. $4.50. 

Love All Ages has plot but made series 
loosely-connected incidents. The principal ones are 
the forming pony club which never gets beyond 
the discussion stage, the wedding the Rev. Caleb 
Oriel the Anglican Church with the elderly Lady 
Gwendolen, and the budding romance the son and 
daughter two the leading families Barsetshire, 
England, where all the action the book takes place. 


The most interesting character, beyond doubt, Mrs. 
Morland, the mother four children and also 
author. She never loss for words and, like 
Gracie Allen television, her line reasoning usually 
baffles her listeners and complicates the most simple 
situation. Second her the widow Tomkins, 
Parisian dress-maker who resides London. She the 
finad arbiter what the English women shall wear, 
and her mere glance can wither anyone who disputes 
her judgment style. Even admitted her 
establishment for fitting like being introduced into 
Buckingham palace. Regarding her self-imposed title 
widow, Mrs. Thirkell has this say: “No one knew 
what happened the late Tomkins; may have died, 
may have run away from his masterful French bride, 
may even have never existed, but Madame Tom- 
widowhood was faith for her 
clients.” this book the butlers and nurses the 
households the local gentry belong vanishing 
race, but wage valiant fight for their ancient rights 
and privileges. 

Among the humorous recollections that stand out 
the mind are Mrs. Thirkell’s description middle- 
aged woman getting out modern automobile, the 
childish delight the Rev. Oriel receiving library 
ladder wedding present, and how the various 
speakers cite passages from ancient and modern litera- 
ture, whether not they fit with the subject 
conversation. 


every meeting the clan Barsetshire the un- 
popular Anglican bishop and his wife, irreverently 
styled the bishopess, are generally the targets for un- 
charitable gossip. This certainly overdone. There 
are also two slurring references unnamed popes and 
cardinals. But the whole the present book provides 
with clean and wholesome entertainment, and serves 
cheerful antidote the gloomy news the daily 
papers, and the dire forebodings the prophets 


doom. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R. 


Tolstoy, Alexey Peter the First 
Macmillan. Oct. 768 $5.95. (IIb) 


The appearance Alexey Tolstoy’s great historical 
novel Peter the First for the first time its final form 
and new translation certainly literary event 
great significance. Tolstoy, not confused with the 
author War and Peace, was one the outstanding 
men letters the Soviet Union the years follow- 
ing the 1917 Revolution. Although author several 
novels, short stories, and plays, will remembered 
chiefly for Peter the First, novel which has sold over 
two million copies Russia, and which less 
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authority than Maxim Gorky regarded “the first real 
historical novel the Soviet age.” 


The book indeed brilliant, somewhat overlong 
and times tedious, portrait one the great ages 
transition Russian history, the years the late 
seventeeth and early eighteenth century, the age 
which, use Tolstoy’s words, “the old order hid itself 
away dark corners” and “Byzantine Russia was near- 
ing its end.” Tolstoy succeeds very great extent 
painting with broad, exciting strokes the major epi- 
sodes Russia’s process emergence from primitive, 
superstitious nation the role equal among the 
great powers the world. notable feeling for 
the drama history, traces the growth Russian 
military and naval power, the suffering endured and 
the sacrifices made the men dedicated the nation’s 
destiny, the bitterness the early defeats the hands 
the Turks, and the final conquests the great 
opponents, August, Elector Saxony, and King 
Charles XII Sweden. 

the heart the novel, however, the figure Peter 
and the story his growth from young, arrogant, 
and headstrong noble into intelligent, dedicated, 
driving leader intent spurring his people heights 
greatness. The novelist’s portrait the Tsar 
graphic and moving one. presents the great ruler 
many moods, from despair exultation, from cowardice 
courage. views him relation many char- 
acters, his soldiers, whom regards not merely 
followers but comrades; the Boyars; Ivan Brod- 
kin, the serf; Alexander Menshikoff, his cunning 
favorite; Eudoxia, the wife whom never loved; 
Anna Mons, his first mistress, and the farm girl 
who was later become Catherine the Great. The 
great tribute Tolstoy’s genius that neither Peter nor 
the other figures impress wooden types, but 
vital, dynamic human beings. The history great 
era comes alive when touched the artist’s genius. 


Only Tolstoy’s occasional tendency digress unneces- 
sarily, become preoccupied with characters and situ- 
ations which have little relevance and which impede 
the movement the narrative, mars the unifying effect 
the novel. 


The English translation, new one Tatiana She- 
bunina, is, this reviewer’s opinion, excellent one. 
The prose colorful, vigorous, and swift-moving, com- 
municating very great extent the essential spirit 
the novel. 

Peter the First certainly suitable for that segment 
the general reading audience with taste for the happy 
blend history and literature. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
Williams, Thomas Town Burning 
Macmillan. Oct. 20,1959. 325p. $4.50. (III) 


Thomas Williams’s second novel, Town Burning, 
gripping, beautifully and horribly descriptive, bor- 
ing times and also lubricious. (His first novel was 
Ceremony Love.) 

John Cotter, thirty, returned from stay Paris 
G.I. Bill benefit) Leah, H., see Bruce, his older 
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brother who has brain tumor. John going the 
hospital, just before Bruce’s operation, finds that 
still swords’ points with him. 


woman whom John had known years before, Jane 
Spinelli, now widow. Her husband had been 
killed motorcycle accident. John recalls how 
fourteen fifteen, Jane had come swimming with him 
and had told him that she loved him. had reacted 
against her then. Now after once visiting loose Minetta 
Randolph (Bruce’s unsuspected mistress), John falls 
more naturally with Jane Spinelli. 


couple Negro children come stay with John’s 
father and mother. John takes mortorcycling, helps 
save twenty cows barn fire and shoots deer under 
the direction outcast woodsman. 


town fire starts, extinguished. John beats man 
who had badgered him long time previously. 
reads Bruce’s diary and finds out that Bruce too hated 
Leah and planned leave it. After unsuccessful 
operation, Bruce lives on—a mere vegetable. 


The forests surrounding Leah catch fire. John estab- 
lishes firebreak below Jane’s home. Coming her 
house exhausted and ditry, scrubbed down 
Jane and put bed. They decide marry. Mean- 
while Jane’s younger brother brutally beaten the 
town police for the murder the town clerk—until 
John arrests the police. 


John finally begins understand his father and tries 
make some sort belated peace arrangement with 
Bruce, who unconscious. Jane’s brother exonerated 
letter sent John his woodsman friend—the 
actual murderer. 


The entire plot hangs together quite loosely, for 
rather series incidents that happen John his 
way adjustment and marriage. The characters, ex- 
cept John and Bruce, not come into clear focus. 
The settings are good. 

There small amount symbolism and also what 
might called primitive style certain passages. The 
symbolism does not always come off successfully. And 
there heap vulgarity, realistic enough, and 
great amount blasphemy which does not add sense 
realism the story. And the bedroom incidents 
make this work for mature adults. But ask myself: 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 


Jackson, Shirley The Haunting Hill House 
Viking. Oct. 16,1959. 246p. $3.95. (1) 


Dr. John Montague, scholar analyzing the psychic 
phenomena “haunted” house, engaged assistants 
who had, some way, been involved abnormal 
events. With them, intended spend the summer 
Hill House observing and exploring the disturbances 
and the various horror stories which had been circu- 
lated about the house. was the doctor’s intention 
make scientific study Hill House determine, 
possible, whether its evil personality had been molded 
the people who had lived there, the things 
they did, whether was “born bad.” 


Eleanor Vance was thirty-two and could not remember 
ever being truly happy her adult life. For eleven 
years she had hated but conscientiously and dutifully 
cared for her invalid mother. Theodora lived per- 
fumed world love and laughter. For her the words, 
“duty and conscience,” had application and 
meaning. Luke Sanderson possessed catlike instinct 
for self-preservation, took petty cash from his 
pocketbook, and cheated cards. That was more 
amusing than making honest living. 


These are the four people Shirley Jackson has brought 
together, imaginatively blending with masterful 
reality and super-reality. She delves into the vagaries 
the human mind and lays open its machinations 
with startling sharpness with the surety the surgeon’s 
scalpel. Fear and terror rise crescendo, and the 
novel ends foreseeable note, but nonetheless sus- 
penseful. This novel with serious intent, well- 
written and beautifully developed. Public libraries and 
college libraries could add this their collections. 


Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Rohrbach, Rev. Peter-Thomas, O.C.D. 
Gentle Fury 
Hanover House. Oct. $3.75. 


Gentle Fury Father Peter-Thomas Rohrbach 
Order Discalced Carmelites out Washington has 
given very worthwhile novel what means 
today priest today. 

Gentle Fury solid novel and, not historical 
which not, factual and real. This reader 
found the book absorbingly interesting, the “hard-to- 
let-go” type. Exciting, too, deep, quiet, sober sort 
way; not melodramatic. 

The theme simple. Paul Thornton, the brilliant 
young priest, just degreed and most anxious for his 
assignment the Seminary and his “life among books,” 
sent his Bishop city slum parish for experi- 
ence. This place for him, thought Father Paul, 
what with the constant wailing police sirens morn- 
ing till night, the filth tenements sickening him 
his many house calls, and boot every vice known 
man aflourishing. But that was the beginning. 
very short time, just year, the young priest finds 
himself, and souls, and Christ this “slum apostolate.” 


Someone has said that “thought ought re-written 
every twenty years bring line with current prob- 
lems. Very few books have the timeless quality that 
makes them classics.” Many books have been written 
about priests; this another one. But here the ex- 
pression current, topical, and Gentle Fury must 
prove more meaningful for the reader. None will 
disappointed, all will charmed, and some thrilled. 


Wiener, Norbert The Tempter 


Random House. Oct. 22,1959. 240p. $3.75. 


Dr. Wiener, the Massachusetts Institute Tech- 
nology, renowned mathematician who has coined 
the term cybernetics for his research into the similari- 
ties between the machine and the human nervous 
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tem. His venture into fiction dedicated “those 
inventors who have preferred the claims truth the 
gifts fortune.” 


written first, The Tempter gains polish 
and interest its author warms his theme. James 
Gregory, cultivated European emigrant, becomes 
prominent engineer the Williams Control Corpora- 
tion. Staying always within the law, has his 
interest and those his firm betrayed his two closest 
friends, Cedric Woodbury and Diego Dominguez. The 
Tempter, written the first person, the confession 
unhappy old man. 


Woodbury self-made British scientist whose inven- 
tive research mathematics and electronics, not cov- 
ered patents, triggers the new art control engineer- 
ing (automation). Gregory’s help, his ideas are 
stolen for the firm. Dominguez, upperclass Mexi- 
can who has come this country way Europe 
and pushed his way into the academic world, paid 
three-quarters million dollars for inventions this 
field which, his vanity, easily persuaded 
accept his own. The reasons for all this are too 
involved explain here, but the results help the firm 
and Gregory, leave the undeceived Woodbury with his 
integrity, and ruin Dominguez who cannot live 
his false fame and fortune. 


That corruption may prevail more readily business 
and even academic circles than the realm pure 
research seems Dr. Wiener’s carefully worded 
message. Through his narrator variously irritated 
and condescending the claim Christianity, both 
orthodox and non-conformist. Therefore morality 
tale which might have been kept the natural order 
does get out its depth. It’s the old story the 
scientist the only honest man Christendom. This 
half-truth, contention that might better made 
the form dialogue than, here, that didactic 
monologue. The Tempter remains thoughtful essay 
which may profitably read today. 


Charles Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 
Nye, Bud Stay Loose 
Doubleday. Oct. 262p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Bud Nye’s second novel, Stay Loose, fairly interest- 
ing make-believe about big-league baseball team put 
together Univac computation. 


Mr. Kendall Dick, owner the Dick-a-Magic seventy 
million dollar corporation that manufactures almost 
anything, purchased baseball team and brought 
St. Paul, Minnesota, the “Imperials.” Since the 
team was cellar certainty, Mr. Dick called upon his 
corporation psychologist, Dr. Evangeline Leirfallom, 
analyze the team’s deficiencies and discover the 
whereabouts the needed replacements. 


The analyst went work; discovered that modern base- 
ball favored the hitter; went the South Pacific 
enlist and train the world’s best potential batsmen. 
Each morning they were indoctrinated seeing movies 
Ted Williams’ famous swing and spent the rest 
the day batting against pitching machines that 
whipped baseballs them 120 miles hour. 


255 


three months, the recruits were considered ready. 
All Imperial players, except pitchers and catchers, were 
released the minors. The South Pacificans stepped 
and, after miserable start, began outhit and 
eventually outplay every other team the National 
League. They also won the world series. 


Several human complications almost upset the South 
Pacificans—mainly Dick’s insistence their 
playing suit his whims. The public relations man 
for Dick tells the above story also the story his 
interest Dick’s daughter and his intention marry 
the psychologist. 

The story zany enough enjoyable, but too 
incredible and impossible intrigue anyone who knows 
baseball. The characters are hardly more serious than 
the plot. The humor occurs both the accounts 
situations and the word collocations. But there are 
words that are vulgar, obscene and disrespectful 
God’s name. Such words and couple suggested 
incidents put the book beyond the pale the general 


reader. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


O’Donnell, Eugene Berdoo 


Rinehart. Oct. 26,1959. 253p. $3.50. (III) 


This reviewer hesitated between categories III and 
when the time came for judgment the suitability 
Berdoo for the guidance the reader. Actually, 
would recommend the book one, considering 
pure waste time, but the discriminating adult 
would certainly not affected the endiess round 
fornication, except perhaps for mild feeling 
nausea. The disturbing feature the book the 
levity with which the whole matter treated. The 
author attempts give realistic flavor his story 
New England community, but errs after the fashion 
Peyton Place. 


Berdoo with all the faults and virtues 
that hardy race, who falls live with equally 
lusty girl with surface polishing acquired Boston 
finishing school. Also love with her, unknown 
her, the nephew the town’s robust First Citizen. 
the simple expedient murdering his uncle, 
nephew Hartley Ward inherits most his uncle’s in- 
terests. Hartley, however, business college product 
totally concerned with profits and loss, accurate book- 
keeping, time clocks, collection bills and the removal 
pin-ups from the business premises, and consequently 
quite unpopular the less formal 
ing that has lost his girl Berdoo, goes off 
the logger’s camp shoot him. Berdoo succeeds 
disarming the man, realizes suddenly how the uncle 
had died and releases Hartley “do what has 
do.” Apparently suicide the “only way out,” and 
that happy note our chronicle life and love the 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
Wellman, Paul The Fiery Flower 
Doubleday. 285p. $3.95. (III) 


Paul Wellman takes off into the wild blue yonder with 
his new heroine and comes back with tale about 
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South Seas Shangri-La that makes Lewis Carroll seem 
stark realist comparison. Even outright fantasy 
its incongruities would strain, but modern trappings 
and framework that pretends reality preclude 
from such classification. 

The plane which taking Elsa Meade from Los Angeles 
New Zealand crashes the Pacific, and the actress 
tarnished background awakens exotic island 
ruled over Polynesian Beowulf named Jon with 
his Amazon mate, Vera. Jon giant incredible 
strength, mechanically objective brain, and apparently 
emotionless who rules his domain with godlike omnis- 
cience. has broken Vera, who capable swim- 
ming effortlessly islands three days distant, child- 
like submission, but her compulsory “breeding” has not 
yet produced the desired offspring. 


The island has all the comforts home except tele- 
vision plus mysterious bell that renders Jon oracular 
service. Once accustomed her new hosts and nudity, 
Elsa probes into the secrets the place. Its supplies 
are from the shipwrecked Elsinore, whose physician 
Jon rescued and bent his purposes removing the 
man’s feet, one hand, and lower jaw (the last leprous 
infection). From Dr. Sloane Jon has learned treat- 
ment for the colony lepers deposited the island 
reprisal Reilley, native from another island 
whom Jon maimed for attempting rape Vera. 


When Jon interrupts his medical work “breeding” 
with Elsa, Vera becomes jealous and attempts kill 
her rival. Elsa turn plans blind and kill the 
giants order escape, but her plot discovered 
and punishment infection with leprosy decreed 
Jon consultation with his bell. Before judgment 
executed, however, earthquake and tidal wave 
hit the island, destroying everyone except the 
now pregnant narrator. Most conveniently seismo- 
graphic ship arrives this critical point, and Elsa re- 
turns Los Angeles, where she awaits the birth that 
will confirm her story her psychiatrist and friends. 
The reader left with breathless conclusion: “Will 


This pause Mr. Wellman’s career will leave his fol- 
lowers anxious for return the historical materials 
that have worthily won him readers. Fauns, satyrs, 
tropical incubus, and uncharacterized Hollywood 
divorcee heroine simply not make satisfying 
novel even though adults might sample curious 
effort modern legendry. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Harrington, Alan Life the Crystal Palace 
Knopf. 1959. 263p. $4.50. 


his reflections “never-never land” that actually 
was, Mr. Harrington gives much clever writing and 
extremely telling insights into the world and values 
what calls “the Middle Depths” inhabited the 
junior executive the modern and all too consciously 
enlightened industrial organization. The reader will 
not tricked into accepting the Crystal Palace sitting 
high suburban hill, picture windows ablaze, with 
Muzak’s music stealing and out the inmates’ con- 
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sciousness being representative the Organization 
“shop”; but the author makes quite convincing case 
that the ideal toward which our big business cul- 
ture striving. 


The human side all this suggests that the old cliches 
about the anxiety-neurosis-producing “rat race” will 
soon give way new malady, kind security- 
neurosis which the victim lulled into confident 
drift the imperceptible but continuous upward move- 
ment the bureaucratic escalator. turns 
Homer characterize the men the Crystal Palace 
“the lotos eaters,” apt figure indeed. The bind- 
ing spell the fantastically generous annuity and in- 
surance plan offered the Palace called seductio 
sees it, “Like the Egyptians five 
hundred years before Christ, orient toward death; 
prepare for old age and garb annuities.” 
the Crystal Palace, Harrington worked Public Rela- 
tions, and what entertaining chapter gives 
this “craft arranging truths that people will like 
you,” this “mouthpiece our absurdity, our split-seri- 
ousness, and the world as-if.” 


One might tempted dismiss all this either the 
sour grapes reaction lack sufficient recognition 
the spiritual masochism the newly converted purg- 
ing himself his sinful past. Certainly the author 
gives more than ample evidence both festering 
annoyance over entrenched 
mediocrity and burning compulsion spread the true 
gospel individual initiative and responsibility. But 
seems this reviewer that neither explanation 
adequate. The truth the matter would seem 
that Harrington never should have been taken into the 
fold the Crystal Palace, that never really swal- 
lowed the bait but merely sucked and savored 
little before finally felt obliged spit out. 
probably part that “margin error” allowed 
for the thorough psychological testing that ordinarily 
should have barred his entrance, the IBM card that 
finally must fall into the discard tray because its holes 
not fit the prescribed pattern. suspect that his 
co-workers who stayed behind, locked the “Middle 
Depths,” would write quite different book about the 
Crystal Palace. also suspect that their book would 
nowhere good Harrington’s. 


The reviewer cannot help wondering if—now that the 
Palace has faded into the mists unrecoverable 
past—Harrington might not sometimes find the sweet, 
sad music Muzak stirring nostalgic memories that 
secure world the certain ,though carefully charted, 
future; the kind and soft-spoken reprimand when one 
makes mistake; above all, the liberal annuity and in- 
surance programs. hope not. hope, too, that 
would have found the same courage tear myself 
loose from the allurements those Middle Depths, 
had they ever been mine. Harrington leaves his Crystal 
Palace unidentified. not clear this reader 
whether this was done out concern for the sensi- 
bilities his past employers and fellow workers 
unwillingness subject them deluge new appli- 
cations for employment from the outside world. 


Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Coffman, Virginia Moura 
Crown. $3.95. (Ila) 

Combine bit Jane Eyre, Dracula, Wuthering 
Heights, throw dash the Steps, add the wail- 
ing the Banshee, and presto, Moura. This weird 
and terrible story spirited and fearless Irish girl 
who braves strange land, haunted castle surrounded 
wolf-infested forests, (starving wolves, that), 
and assorted creepy people, and 
murderer (possibly possessed, too) her employer, 
but whom her heart irresistibly drawn none the 
Unfortunately the whole thing never jells. What 
should blood-curdling hilariously funny, but I’m 
sure unintentionally so. Besides, isn’t funny-funny, 
but ridiculous-funny. Plot and characters are incred- 
ible, likewise ghosts and denouement. novel 
suspense this lacks suspense and conviction. The style 
modern hackneyed poor imitation. wonder- 
ment that any adult would have been sold this job. 

Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Brelis, Dean Shalom 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 28, 1959. 262p. $4.00. (III) 
One cannot easily forget the charged scene the 
Exodus The Ten Commandments. The very heart- 
beat the people Israel was laid bare the screen. 
Their intense joy, their undaunted faith, and their in- 
spiring trust the God who was deliver them from 
the oppression the Egyptians and lead them the 
land peace. Nor, sure, will one easily forget 
the moving portrayal modern-day Exodus Dean 
Brelis’ thought provoking novel Shalom. The Hebrew 
word for “peace” shalom, and word better char- 
acterizes the purpose the ancient Exodus the 
Exodus described Dean Brelis. 

Shalom dramatic portrayal the journey 
group Jewish refugees from Marseilles Palestine. 
Madame Blum, the Jewish wife English naval 
officer the financial and idealistic background for the 
voyage. This was her lifetime work: get the Jews 
back Palestine. Joseph Zwi the Captain 
Madame Blum’s ship, Ester. Joseph was also Jew, 
and because could not stand facing the fact, had 
made life miserable for himself and others. last 
was facing it. Among the one thousand refugees were 
Milka and Michael. Milka was beautiful young 
Jewess who had almost every ounce faith and trust 
life drained out her the Nazis. Palestine was 
her only hope, the only thing that could bring meaning 
back into her life. Michael had witnessed similar Nazi 
horrors. They had been the death his young wife, 
and had siphoned all but the last drops life from his 
young son. Michael and Milka met after the war, but 
love was out the question considering Milka’s condi- 
tion. But now they were their way Palestine 
and the brightness the future was slowly dispelling 
the darkness the past. “Shalom” was not far off for 
any them. 

Shalom definitely great book calibre. Its depth 
very seldom reached modern novels. Its feelings are 
intense and filled with pathos. Dean Brelis displays 
tare artistic quality thought and expression. Most 
certainly deserves what the New York Times tagged 
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him: “one the most talented the new novelists.” 
Shalom definitely for the adult reader, fact, for 
the discriminating reader. There are some passages 
which because their length description must 
labeled objectionable. Certainly the author’s purpose 
could have been just well achieved with less detailed 
and less suggestive portrayal. Were not for these 
passages, Shalom would definitely merit being best 


seller. Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap. 


Charbonneau, Louis Nor All Your Tears 
Dodd, Mead. 184p. $2.95. (IV) 
Sarraute, Nathalie Martereau 
Oct. 28,1959. 250p. $3.75. 
Charles Morton, main character Louis Charbonneau’s 
novel, commercial artist sorts, married wife 
who good mother and good housekeeper, but 
worried about finances that she refuses Charles his 
marital rights after the second their two children 
arrives. Frustrated, Morton then seeks satisfaction 
elsewhere, notably with his best friend’s wife until 
notices his Boss’s mistress, girl named Jerri, with 
whom becomes infatuated tries kill the 
boss. Charbonneau has tried spice this trite theme 
with almost pornographically detailed descriptions and 
although this reviewer believes aimed show that 
immorality, promiscuity and adultery bring about com- 
plete moral degradation, misfortune and misery, the 
end the author may have had mind means 
justifies the paltry means mekes use of. 
Mlle. Sarraute, the other hand, leaves one wonder- 
ing what she was trying writing this bizarre 
adventure into the subconscious. There plot 
worth calling so, conventional structure completely 
disregarded, and yet she succeeds taking the reader 
out his habitual surroundings into new world, 
seldom explored and does with revolutionary power. 
The characters are all hypersensitive, given intro- 
spection and psycho-analysis each others’ motives. 
Yet, the end, one concludes that the theme must 
that those who are wealth and luxury 
face the same problems the poor who have only 
the necessities life. And what philosophy one can 
unrdvel from the seemingly endless pages Sartrean 
existentialism. warned that you may bored and 
bewildered not also bothered Martereau. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


McGivern, William Savage Streets 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 277p. $3.50. 


This novel violence Suburbia could not put down 
and finished one night. Taut tension permeates 
every chapter. the story the community Fair- 
crest. John Farrell and his family are the focal point 
reign terror begun teen-aged gang who call 
themselves the live the wrong side 
the tracks and are bent getting revenge the 
wealthier citizens Faircrest, because they were re- 
sponsible for having old swimming hole filled 
remove what the better families considered eyesore. 


The Chiefs level tribute all the children Faircrest 


bind- 
and in- 
seductio 
five 
death; 
Rela- 
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and Farrell’s son begins steal order pay for pro- 
tection. Ward’s son begins lying. Thus every family 
becomes infected with this creeping miasma terror 
when the Chiefs begin beating the children who 
won’t pay them. The two leaders the local hoods 
are Duke and Jerry; and they are old names Lieu- 
tenant Jameson who wants Farrell’s and Ward’s sons 
identify the petty gangsters that they can 
prosecuted. The boys lie out fear. The police are 
powerless and the sociological storm brews and blows 
into hurricane force with the cake-and-caviar set 
one side and the residents the leaky-roof section 
the other. Character description and motivation are 
superbly drawn and plotted. The dialogue, the crises, 
the family squabbles are cogently recorded. 


Mr. McGivern writes with soft but penetrating satire 
spotlights the drives and ambitions, the work and 
social whirl the well-to-do families 
suburb, “and close hand, Farrell thought, was the 
icebox full eternal verities, the steaks and cold beer.” 
Adults will find this novel engrossing one they 
see high drama unfold when the tigers juvenile and 
adult delinquency stalk the savage streets. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Good Counsel High School, 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Rhodes, James and Dean Jauchius Johnny Shiloh 
Oct. 12,1959. 319p. $3.95. 

This Civil War novel tells the story John Lincoln 
Clemm, better known “Johnny Shiloh” who ran 
away from home the age nine become Union 
soldier. Regarded mascot the troops, was 
often the thick the action, that General Grant 
himself gave him his nickname for his bravery 
Shiloh. the time was twelve, Johnny was official- 
enrolled the Union Army and acted mes- 
senger for generals, especially for Thomas, “the rock 
Chickamaugua,” who made him orderly sergeant. 
fill out the story this real-life adventurer, the 
authors have created various characters act the 
boy’s protectors and give verisimilitude the de- 
scriptions soldier’s life and the many battles. 
Profundity has been sacrificed for simplicity, that 
the battles read like movie scenario; and there 
attempt depth character beyond pointing out that 
Johnny had irrational dislike for his stepmother. 
Except for few facts about Johnny, the youngest 
soldier record through entire war, there 
not much learned from this novel. The story 
simple and pleasant enough recommended for 


the young. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Maurier, Daphne The Breaking Point 
Doubleday. Oct. 307p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Monsarrat, Nicholas 


The Ship That Died Shame 
Sloane. Oct. 22,1959. 249p. $3.50. 


Daphne Maurier back and she has lost none 
her touch. there something little bit strange 
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all the tales The Breaking Point and some 
them are completely weird, remains true that this 
sort thing she the very best. She seems occasional- 
pointing moral, and one instance out- 
rageously immoral moral, but for the greater part she 
lets her characters talk and act and then she nearly 
always does splendid work. With only two exceptions 
these stories are well told easy, graceful way; Miss 
Maurier leads her narrative along smoothly, with 
forward jerks and sudden halts, but with quiet touch 
that may make her style too pedestrian for impatient 
readers but sure make welcome admirers 
the pleasant, expansive method. 


The breaking point said the author point 
which reality must faced and which 
link between emotion and reason stretched the 
limit endurance, and sometimes snaps.” These stories 
are supposed portray people reaching the breaking 
point but not all them actually do. One, for in- 
stance, concerns child who never reaches the capacity 
for reason and whose actions are much pattern; 
another deals with archduchess who must have 
reached the point but whose crisis never directly 
described. 


The first story, “The Alibi,” intriguing piece about 
man who led his emotions toward crime, who 
abandons projected crime because self-delusion and 
eventually implicated the deed which chose 
not commit; the irony too heavy for horror but 
not heavy deprive the plot fascination. “The 
Blue Lenses” real horror story, all the more horrible 
because set the most commonplace surroundings 
and because implies clearly, without stating, ap- 
parently inevitable tragedy. “Ganymede” the pain- 
ful self-revelation man who mildly homosexual 
but who seems have discovered himself and his dif- 
ficulties incredibly late life. 


Two stories are impressively symbolic: “The Pool,” 
which deals touchingly with girl’s growth into woman- 
hood but which has some indication cavalier 
attitude toward Christianity; and “The Chamois,” 
which tells the conquest fear. Unfortunately, the 
implication that not only fear general but the fear 
emancipated being. These thoughtless heroics are simi- 
lar those set forth another author her auto- 
biography, Mary McCarthy. 


Two stories are considerably below the general level 
quality the volume. One, “The Menace,” has 
element humor but the humor generally dis- 
tasteful and the satire extremely broad; the other, “The 
Limpet,” has good subject the person lady 
whose self-sympathy never wavers she goes im- 
posing all around her, but the characterization 
unsubtle and the nature the limpet far too easily 
discerned her victims. life the limpets are more 
cleverly deceptive and more shrewdly tenacious and 
easy see that Miss Maurier has lost oppor- 
tunity. 

Perhaps Nicholas Monsarrat should not compared 
Daphne Maurier, but has shown skill 
narrator and his publisher has chosen this time 
bring out collection short stories. The truth is, 
however, that this book should never have been pub- 


cut 

The 

thei 

not 

ceec 

patl 

the 

the 

kidr 

fritt 

the 

it, 

prac 

cern 

stor 

stan 

Dutt 

azin 
The 

Wil 

The 

port 

Styr 

“wa 

But 

little 

story 

serv: 

men 

can | 

Mar 

for 

“Sto 

Som 

Fish 

livin 

“Th 

nell, 

resta 

nell 


SELLERS 


some 
this 
out- 
she 
nearly 
ceptions 
ay; Miss 
with 
touch 


point 
the 
stories 
for in- 
capacity 
pattern; 
have 
directly 


about 
1e, who 
ion and 
chose 
‘ror but 
“The 
horrible 
undings 

ap- 
pain- 


his dif- 


Pool,” 
woman- 
cavalier 
ely, the 
the fear 
truly 
ire simi- 


level 
has 
ally dis- 
“The 
lady 
im- 
easily 
more 
and 
Oppor- 


ympared 
his time 
truth is, 


1959 


lished. Perhaps someone had the idea capitalizing 
popularity; but this sort exploitation bids fair 
cut off the supply golden eggs. 


The title story the collection, “The Ship That Died 
Shame,” has merit, less straight narrative than 
picture what can easily happen heroes when 
their war recedes into the background time. The 
narrator, former naval officer who finds that can- 
not live his decorations, clearly achieved and suc- 
ceeds being strong, brave, and, the same time, 
pathetic. “Licensed Kill” the same theme 
the displaced hero and has considerable merit too. For 
the rest, the quality poor. One story concerning the 
kidnaping wealthy girl awakens interest but then 
fritters away its strength. Mr. Monsarrat says wrote 
the piece for the Saturday Evening Post which rejected 
it, doubt because Clarence Buddington Kelland not 
only does this type story effortlessly but because 
practically has patent far the Post con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Monsarrat made money publishing these 
stories magazines, more power him. From the 
standpoint sheer merit, however, they should never 
have been collected into volume. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Styron, William 


Best Short Stories from the Paris Review 
Dutton. Oct. 245p. $4.00. (IIb) 
reader, unfamiliar with The Paris Review mag- 
azine and picking the book Best Short Stories from 
The Paris Review and reading the Introduction 
William Styron, may for quite disappointment 
the stories which this book contains. 
The very name the magazine, The Paris Review, 
portends something gay, alive, and warm. Mr. 
Styron’s Introduction, gives charming glimpse 
Paris the spring 1952 when The Paris Review 


But the stories themselves have sparkle, joy, 
little warmth, much sadness and despair. The only 
story written Frenchman, “Death the Avenue 
Segur” Antoine Blondin, concerns elderly 
servant, literally lost the garret Parisian apart- 
ment house, awaiting priest’s blessing that 
can die. 


Many the writers this collection have respect 
for words, for sentence paragraph structure. Much 
the writing erratic, Came the Raven,” 
and “The Sun and the Still-born Stars.” 
Some downright vulgar, such that “The 
Fishers,” the story family trying eke out living 
the Depression closes them, miserable people, 
living miserably. 

“The Fisherman from Chihuahua” Evan Con- 
nell, Jr. ,is, should stated, fairness the editors 
this collection, brilliantly written piece. it, the 
where the story set, stands out like 
stark stage setting against the background lonely 
deserted beach resort. The characters which Mr. Con- 
nell places this setting might Southern California 
versions characters O’Neill play. 
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“The Mexican Girl” Jack Kerouac off-beat, but 
portrays with sympathy, understanding, and humor the 
wild undisciplined life migrant cotton-picker workers 
and their families. 

“The Conversion the Jews” Philip Roth was in- 
cluded Martha Foley’s collection The Best Ameri- 


can short Stories 1959. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Cloete, Stuart The Soldiers’ Peaches 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 26,1959. 256p. $3.50. 


Stuart Cloete’s thirteen short stories The Soldiers’ 
Peaches are uniformly well-worked out and completely 
told. All were originally published The Saturday 
Evening Post Esquire. They have beginning, 
middle and end. And they are built around 
idea. says the author quite accurately. 


“The Soldiers’ Peaches,” the first story sticks most 
easily the memory because the account the 
peach trees which grew out the graves the Boer- 
killed British, who had been buried with peaches 
their pockets. (Mrs.) Brennan the interesting 
central character. 

The stories are sad and tender, bitter and cold—all 
them quite moving some way. for 
instance, strong story married courage. “The 
Lion’s Mouth,” also good story courage, must have 
appeared Esquire. But Bay,” 
the last story, murder mystery and kind phi- 
losophy determinism. 

While the stories are interesting enough reading, one 
feels that there’s nothing really deep the Afrikander’s 
life. good animal, humorous and often 
clever man, and that’s about all. Possibly the empti- 
ness Cloete’s soul. were ever learn reli- 
gious values well has achieved technical com- 
petence, might well become more than writer for 
the “slicks.” 

The Boer words might cause some perturbation the 
uninitiated and some situations might beyond the 
reading range the innocent. But all the stories give 


evidence superb talent. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Holder, Geoffrey and Tom Harshman 
Black Gods, Green Islands 
Doubleday. Oct. 235p. $3.95. (IIb) 


temporary escape from the harsh realities their 
every-day life the negro slaves Trinidad were wont 
gather night about the campfire and listen spell- 


bound the tales their ancients. They would 
transported the world fantasy where animals and 
men mingled together equality, where virtue was 
always rewarded and crime punished, and where the 
pagan gods their African homeland were often hon- 
ored the same religious ceremony with the saints 
the Church. Five these stories are told this book. 


the first hunter unexpectedly stumbles upon 
animal Utopia. his intimacy with Goinda, deer 
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and the queen this kingdom, child, half-man and 
half-animal born. Paradise the serpent again 
the villain. The second the tragic history 
Couchon, mulatto girl, who rejected both the 
whites and the blacks and finds solace only the cult 
Agwe, the god the sea. The third and fourth 
center about two evil men who their moment 
apparent triumph meet with horrible fate. The 
heroine the last story invisible goddess who 
arranges the affairs three persons that unhappy 
marriage averted. 

These stories Geoffrey Holder, native Trinidad 
but now residing the United States, and Tom Harsh- 
man, free-lance writer, are superbly told. They will 
undoubtedly form valuable addition the growing 
literature folk-lore. From them can understand 
little better why voodooism still said prac- 
ticed the island even after centuries Christianity. 
Unfortunately the sixth commandment more famed 
the breach than the observance many the 
characters the book; moreover, the language 
times immoral, and there are too many suggestive in- 


cidents. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


The Master Badger’s Hall 


Treece, Henry 
Oct. 26,1959. 342p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Random House. 


Badger’s Hall with Adam front and statue-adorned 
gardens stirred incoherent longings the soul Ned 


Ashton, shepherd boy Shropshire the first quarter 
the 18th Century. somewhat greater degree 
articulateness than his fellows and with magni- 
ficent physique, young Ned attracted the attention 
the Hall’s owner, the rakehell Sir Francis Shakehurst 
and his reputed sister, the Lady Sarah, really the illegi- 
timate child George III and mistress two her 
royal half-brothers. boxer with pulverizing right 
hand Ned was guided fame and wealth and Lady 
Sarah’s bed the Shakehursts. Life was hand him 
her richest promises when, after exhibition was 
savagely beaten the Sadistic Duke Cumberland 
with silver-candlestick, paralyzing him 
him his vision. back health Sarah, 
save for his sight, given title the Prince 
Wales. But Francis Shakehurst absconds 
wealth and Lady Sarah abandons him resume her 
relations with the Prince Wales, whose wife she 
hopes become when secures the throne and 
divorces the Princess Caroline. 

disillusioned Ned returns Shropshire and suddenly 
regains partial vision. Returning the ring finds 
his power diminished and finally forced aid 
highway robbery obtain sufficient funds buy his 
new love, Fanny Gurney, from service brothel. 
Barely escaping the thief-takers, takes refuge 
dilapidated Badger’s Hall where finds the aban- 
doned Lady Sarah about bear child. matters 
work out and Sarah marry and live small 
habitable remnant the Hall. 

Abandoning his cycle novels pre-history England, 
Mr. Treece has written tale one the more vicious 
periods English history, when, under the Regency, 
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profligacy and lechery led the titled and moneyed class 
into all sorts excesses including close association with 
the criminal element under the guise sporting events. 
Oppression and injustice were the lot the common 
man; the industrial revolution was turning the yeoman 
class into slaves; mad King and his libertine sons were 
debauching the monarchy later restored Vic- 
toria; revolution the French pattern was the air 
and altogether England was sorry state. This 
the story told the author against background 
the early days prizefighting before the Marquis 
Queensbury rules became the vogue. sordid 
story lust and vice and cruelty, with frequent refer- 
ence sins the flesh and explicit condonation 
illicit sexual relations. Because its brutality and 
immorality the book suitable only for mature adult 
readers who will gain little value from it. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Sevareid, Eric (Editor) Candidates 1960 
Basic Books. Oct. 269p. $4.95. 

America heading for its quadrennial political world- 
series, the contest for the presidency, and the authors 
this brightly written handbook assume time 
know the players. Eric Sevareid, the literate 
CBS news analyst, has set nine top journalistic pros 
work every American with even the vaguest White 
House chances, the commendable hope getting all 
the facts down paper before the campaign year 
mythology takes over. 

theory this sort book should worthy contribu- 
tion the democratic process. the foreword 
New York Post correspondent Robert Spivack points 
out, the crucial months for presidential hopeful are 
between now and the conventions: “This the period 
during which the voter can have his greatest influence— 
has the facts.” 

Unfortunately, the average American has too many 
things his mind worry about political “facts,” even 
the newsmen were capable capsuling personality 
with reasonable thoroughness and objectivity several 
thousand words. Only few will read this book, 
chiefly those already politically well-informed. 
their pains they will get entertaining blend useful 
information, character analysis and bias, buttressed 
one brilliant essay permanent value, (by Sevareid), 
the qualifications the ideal candidate. The result 
will probably more confusion than light for the un- 
decided voter; but would hard find within one 
cover better guide “who will who” the up- 
coming conventions. 

The insurmountable difficulties such book are most 
obvious the two articles Richard Nixon—no one 
man, apparently, could trusted gather the facts 
about the controversial California Quaker. While 
neither Frank Toleman the New York Daily News 
Philip Potter the Baltimore Sun see him en- 
tirely black white, their attitudes are about dif- 
ferent mother’s and confessor’s toward me. 
The “facts” are the same both articles, yet the writers 
seem talking about different men. Whatever 
one’s opinion Nixon, not that unique: the in- 
escapable conclusion that the articles the other 
candidates are also getting one-dimension portraits. 
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matter how skilled and sincere the reporter, 
would not human (or responsible) had 
opinion about his subject. While these essays are cer- 
tainly long way the objective side the typical 
campaign biography, they exhibit positive bias: 
there little negative material anyone. 

Potter’s piece Nixon is, course, exception, and 
excellent statement the anti-Nixon position that 
rarely sees daylight the Republican press. Another 
exception sorts Mary McGrory’s superbly written 
analysis Adlai Stevenson, friendly but critical, rais- 
ing hard doubts exactly they should have been 
raised about the other candidates. Edward Mor- 
gan’s study Stuart Symington and Don Irwin’s 
Nelson Rockefeller are useful (the facts here are less 
well known) but too cautious. Senators Humphrey 
and Kennedy get generally favorable treatment from 
Charles Bailey and Fletcher Knebel, but the piece 
the worthy Lyndon Johnson (by Robert Riggs) 
practically nominating speech. The relatively short, 
and highly positive, biographies Mennen Williams 
and Robert Meyner, leading dark horses, are little 
help the conscientious voter. 

Yet the book deftly written honest, journalistic 
way. One the more interesting sidelights the 
abundance material the candidates’ wives; next 
year’s crop potential first ladies, the authors are 
right, will exceptionally blessed brains, beauty 
and talent. The point not extraneous: votes are cast 
almost often for the wife the husband, and there 
the suggestion that Mrs. Kennedy’s beauty might 


easily cost her husband the election. 
Sevareid’s essay full wise observations artistically 


stated, and ends with eloquent statement Amer- 
ica’s great need for leadership. delighted that 
some the barriers the presidency are slipping away, 
(religion, marriage, big city background); but grumbles 
that the television age has added charm the list 
wonders, with fleeting but not unkind 
glance Senator Kennedy, has become the only 
essential. Perhaps the most sobering comment the 
book his observation that the nominating conventions 
will looking not much for good president 
good candidate. 

It’s not much consolation, but somewhere this book 


are two magic names. 
James Arnold, 
College Journalism, 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Strode, Hudson 

Jefferson Davis, Confederate President 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 556p. $6.75. 
author’s hope that, the end the centennial 
the Civil War 1965, all Americans will come 
appreciate the true caliber Jefferson Davis who, along 
with John Calhoun the bete noir the Confederacy, 
figure. This reviewer shares Mr. Strode’s 
hope and the opinion that, the voice the 
people can make itself manifest when all the shouting 
has diminished with the “rebel yell,” the author this 
second volume Davis, will have played major role 
making for balanaced judgment the man who 
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tried mould nation within the cauldron war. 
Since this volume terminates New Year’s Day, 1865, 
shall look forward the completion the task 
further volume. 
his first volume, the author has written most 
readable text; the pages have real charm and fire, and 
one has look now and again make sure 
reading historical account and not some fascinating 
novel about this most stirring segment American 
history. this should add that this authorita- 
tive, well-documented and, the words Bruce Cat- 
ton writing volume one, “it makes Davis come 
life, real, breathing, wholly sympathetic human 
being.” 
Mr. Strode follows the sequence events from Davis’ 
inauguration, February 1861, the New Year’s 
reception 1865. His treatment what may 
called the “big problems”—those administration, 
quarrels with the Confederate Congresses and their 
leaders, foreign affairs, the interpretation that 
knotty title the problems 
chief state, party boss—are thoroughly and for the 
most part fairly evaluated. But throughout this volume, 
sometimes too repetitiously, Mr. Strode reminds the 
reader that Jefferson Davis was always the “very human 
being.” Knowing full well that his subject has, for well 
nigh century, been target authors’ pens, attacked 
with scurrility, defended with almost blind loyalty, 
may have been natural temptation overplay his 
hand. However, Mr. Strode’s case time 
bluffing with only pair and, page after page, 
calls those who have been sitting the game with 
the only pair prejudice and propaganda. Mr. Strode 
has the facts and the ability present them persua- 
sively. 
The difficulty keeping historical focus the Davis- 
Joe Johnston controversy is, however, not greatly aided 
this book. Johnston, the phrase may appro- 
priate, made the villain once again and whatever 
soldierly qualities may have excelled are placed 
very poor light compared with his “retreativeness.” 
But think Mr. Strode once for all, laid rest 
the well-worn skeleton that Davis was always interfer- 
ing with his generals and that his failure make Beau- 
regard least make gesture against Washington 
Lee headed toward Gettysburg not the simple black- 
and-white mismanagement often laid his door. Be- 
yond the warm affection which Davis had for his 
family, tenderly handled Mr. Strode, Davis’ 
esteem and respect for Lee, and Lee’s for Davis, 
brought out portrayal which will surely long 
way make understandable the nobility which each 
found the other. Above all, there nothing mawk- 
ish sloppily sentimental this picture Davis. 
might well looked upon the prophet “lost 
case,” the unfortunate leader who betrayed his oath 
army officer, senator and secretary-of-war, the scape- 
goat the post-war years the bitter reconstruction 
days, even the scoundrel who tried rend asunder 
the Union; but reader will put down this second 
volume Hudson Strode’s biography without seriously 
questioning these charges best but dubious. 

Berkeley Kines, 

St. Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Ross, Ishbel The General’s Wife 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 19,1959. 372p. $5.00. (I) 


The life Julia Dent Grant, paralleling did one 
the most dramatic periods 
affords author the opportunity write not only her 
story but the chronicle the times. This book tells 
General Grant almost much his wife; this 
inevitable because the Grants spent most their 
years together, and their love and loyalty kept them 
always united heart and mind times crisis and 
decision. Their lives serve reflect the varying poli- 
tical points view which divided the country during 
the years preceding and during the Civil War. 
Miss Ross has written more than the story the 
general’s wife. 


While stationed Jefferson Barracks 1844, Lieuten- 
ant Grant made the acquaintance the Dent family 
and his future wife. Although she was plain, Julia was 
gracious and friendly and accomplished, and she and 
the shy young lieutenant were mutually attracted 
through their many shared interests, love the out- 
doors, interest farming, love horses and riding. 
Julia’s father did not take kindly the idea her 
marriage the poor young officer; Ulysses’ parents were 
distressed that their son was marrying into slave- 
holding family and they declined attend the wedding. 
There was open break either side, but Julia never 
became accustomed the austere reserve her hus- 
band’s family and she always resented his father’s 
lack true understanding his son. The Grants’ 
entire married life and Ulysses’ career seem have 
been complicated interference one kind another 
the part both families. But their devotion each 
other and their children, his confidence Julia and 
her faith him never faltered. the eulogist said 
Julia’s funeral, she discovered Grant, “she 
helped him lift that genius from oblivion.” 
may have been their shortcomings public figures, 
family, their lives were exemplary. The author fol- 
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FICTION 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 15, 
Exodus Uris Oct. 15, 
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John Paul Jones (1) Morison Oct. 
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Groucho and Marx Sept. 15, ’59 
The Ape Skinner Oct. 15, 
The Great Impostor (Ila) Crichton July 
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lows their fortunes from Julia’s comfortable home 
White Haven through the hardship and uncertainty 
which followed Grant’s resignation from the army 
the age thirty-two, their final move Galena. 
Here Ulysses resumed his military career, believing that 
since had been educated government expense, 
was his duty serve his country this emergency. 
Julia followed her husband, the national figure, with 
the same grace, efficiency, and devotion she had shown 
through his years obscurity and misfortune, when 
only she believed him. was made for big 
things,” she said, “not little ones.” Many small inci- 
dents—such the newspaper reports Grant’s smok- 
ing cigar during his last hours—show the pitiless and 
vulgar invasion privacy which public figures are 
still subjected. The author shows with skill the de- 
velopment the characters Julia and Ulysses they 
mature, but the general’s wife always her chief in- 
terest. Other characters introduced are the Lincolns 
and many military figures the day, including Long- 
street who had been Ulysses’ best man, and other early 
and lifelong friends who became Confederate soldiers. 
Many interesting details are given concerning the 
Grants’ stay the White House, Julia’s housekeeping, 
her wardrobe, her entertainment. The chapter entitled 
“Penelope Follows Ulysses” tells their trip around 
the world with their somewhat spoiled children. ulia’s 
entire life example devotion the numerous 
small duties good wife, and refreshing read 
real people who were dutiful and honest and simple 
the best sense that word. The book the result 
careful work. illustrated with family photo- 
graphs, and its notes, bibliography, and index give 
more than entertainment value. 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Mattingly, Garrett The Armada 
Hougton, Mifflin. Oct. 19,1959. 443p. $6.00. 

Did the British navy sweep the Spanish Armada from 
the seas July 15, 1588? Garrett Mattingly says 
Were the British supreme the sea Again 
the author says “No.” this full length treatment 
the naval struggle between the Spaniards 
British the summer 1588 the author, Garrett Mat- 
tingly, disposes many the commonly held assump- 
tions concerning the naval warfare 1588. order 
account for the Armada, which was fundamentally 
projected invasion England, opens his account 
telling the beheading Mary Stuart the order 
Elizabeth February 18, 1587. The reactions 
this execution, murder, you prefer, among the 
English, the French, and the Spanish are then given 
with considerable care. The author evidently believes 
that Elizabeth was justified her action because 
long Mary Stuart lived, “the life Elizabeth would 
danger.” Not everyone would agree that this 
situation justified the execution Mary Stuart; neither 
would everyone agree with the author’s seeming ac- 
ceptance “William Parry’s cold blooded revelation 
that [William Parry] had been promised plenary 
absolution from Rome for the murder the queen 
[Elizabeth], besides substantial earthly benefits, and 
had come England expressly for that purpose.” 
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seems hard believe that man smart enough 
professor history Columbia University would 
really believe that anyone Rome, including the Pope, 
could promise spiritual pardon anyone setting out 
commit murder. Any Catholic would know that 
this impossible. 


With the main sections the book, the course the 
Armada from Lisbon the English Channel, 
through the North Sea, westward around Ireland and 
back Santander, Spain, one can find fault. Dr. 
Mattingly gives graphic account the Armada 
set out from Lisbon with its 137 ships May 30, 
1588, keep rendezvous Calais with the Duke 
Parma, whose troops were then conveyed across 
the English Channel for attack upon England. The 
Armada, led the Duke Medina Sidonia, met the 
English ships, approximately one hundred number, 
under the command Lord Howard Effingham, off 
the coast England July 30. running battle 
commenced, which the odds did not markedly favor 
one side the other. The Duke Parma was not 
ready transport his troops when the Armada arrived 
Calais, with the result that the Spanish ships were 
forced northward. The British feared that the 
Spanish forces would return but lack supplies pre- 
vented any such action. After going northward, the 
ships turned west and then south and skirted Ireland 
their way back Spain. Many were wrecked 
the west coast Ireland. The Spaniards who were not 
drowned then surrendered the British garrisons sta- 
tioned along the coast but the Lord Deputy, Sir William 
Fitzwilliam “could not risk the presence Irish soil 
many Spanish soldiers, even prisoners. His 
simple policy was kill them all soon they could 
found. the main, this was done.” About half 
the original number ships, representing about two- 
thirds the fighting strength the Armada, did man- 
age return Spain. The author does not blame 
Medina Sidonia for the failure the mission. 
observes: 
“The English had better ships, better guns, more homogeneous 
and better trained crews, and enjoyed besides what proved 
the decisive advantage fighting close their home base. 
The Armada had been sent, too weak and too scantily sup- 
plied, impossible mission.” 
For detailed and graphic account one the great 
conflicts between the Spanish and the English forces, 
this book may heartily recommended. will dis- 
spel many the illusions that have been taught 


history. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Jones, Ken Destroyer Squadron 


Oct. 15,1959. 283p. $4.95. (I) 


Arleigh Burke was commander Destroyer Squadron 
from October, 1943, March 1944, but within 
that time instilled his own fight and faith into the 
officers and men his eight destroyers that they be- 
came the only destroyer squadron win Presidential 
Citation for their exploits, which included the battle 
the Cape St. George, the perfectly maneuvered 
and fought naval combat. 
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Burke now Chief Naval Operations, the highest 
position naval officer can hold, but when World 
War erupted was desk Washington, very 
junior commander. wanted fight and did. 
The story how got the Pacific and how 
fought when got there, the present day jargon, 
fabulous. Many books have been written the men 
and ships who fought from Guadalcanal Japan, but 
none carries the explosive force Destroyer Squadron 
23, put together from secret files, documents and inter- 
views Ken Jones, coupled with actual experience 
war correspondent. 


This not story Arleigh Burke, but the sea, 
men and the ships welded together into in- 
comparable fighting unit, infused with the indefinable 
“mystique” (the author’s word) that carried all before 
it. Each skipper’s story from birth—through Annapolis, 
Noumea, where the Eagles gathered—is spread 
master canvas words and one needs not con- 
noisseur phrases, diction writing appreciate the 
picture that Ken Jones has penned. 


From the day Burke put his fate the hands 
secretary Washington, through the youthful esca- 
pades his destroyer captains, their maneuvering 
obtain and train their crews, the cocksure faith their 
ability, you smile and wonder. From the worst 
naval disaster history Savo Island, through the 
continual skirmishes the Slot, (the waters the 
West Guadalcanal), the battle Empress Augusta 
Bay, the “perfect” battle the Cape St. George, 
you cringe from the Japanese planes and you spin the 
wheel duck the torpedoes. Such the vivid por- 
trayal the story that you this. 


Perhaps the story should best told the author. 
“Seagoing nearly ancient the human 
what survives the true—the true design, the true 
fabrication, the true organization, the true practice 
seagoing; most all, the true men. For the false can- 
not long survive sea.” 


every man the sea, Must; all others, Should. 
Recommended. 


John Cullen, Lt. Comdr. U.S.N.R., 
Checy Chase, Maryland 


Adamson, Hans Christian Admiral Thunderbolt 
Chilton. 328p. $5.95. 


Divided into its two parts, the name Tordenskjold 
means Thunderbolt and Shield. The man whom 
that name was given was indeed Thunderbolt 
terror and aggression Sweden and Shield pro- 
tection and defense Denmark-Norway. 


Peter Wessel could, the author’s words, “charm 
honey from hungry bear wanted to” and had 
the great good fortune meet those who could help 
him most when need arose. Few men have ever had 
many “friends court”; his included even the King. 
Probably fewer have ever made many enemies 
their own profession Peter did was promoted 
again and again over the heads older men, much 
senior years service. 


But few, any, ever demonstrated such rare com- 
bination leadership and ability attained such suc- 
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cesses. His attitude could, for the most part, sum- 
med the one word “Attack” and was often 
disfavor because often exceeded his orders, 
times actually disobeying them, order come 
grips with the enemies his country. Only almost 
universal success saved him from dishonor and dis- 
grace. Even so, was once court-martialled, although 
acquitted, and once relieved from command. 
Fourteenth eighteen children, Peter ran away from 
his home Trondheim the age fourteen seek 
the seagoing life his father had forbidden him. 
throw-back the ancient Vikings, had—even 
that age—the vitality, the self-confidence, the ambition 
and the determination that led him far. 
Arriving Copenhagen, found friend Dr. 
Jesperson, schoolmate his father’s, who was the 
King’s Chaplain. Failing, even with Dr. Jesperson’s 
help, get appointment Sea Cadet, Peter 
shipped deck-boy merchantman and returned 
petty officer. Again failing get the hoped for ap- 
pointment Sea Cadet, went sea again and, 
while only 19, made the jump from forecastle quar- 
terdeck which was, that time, one the most dif- 
ficult the world. The young man was proving his 
ability. 
The coveted appointment Sea Cadet was waiting for 
Peter when returned from his second sea trip. 
few months later was temporary Sub-Lieutenant, 
acting first officer and second command 26-gun 
frigate. Less than year later, and still only 21, 
had his first command, the ship Ormen, which 
terrorized the nearby coast Sweden. Before another 
year had passed, had been given command the 
new 18-gun frigate, Lovendals Galei. 
Within months was promoted, over the heads 
most the Sub-Lieutenants and all the First 
Lieutenants, the rank Captain-Lieutenant. The 
list his enemies was growing. 24, was Cap- 
tain; 25, was elevated the nobility and given 
the name Tordenskjold; was Commodore, 
skipping the intermediate rank Commodore-Captain; 
was Rear Admiral and, within the year, 
Vice Admiral. 
29, was dead, killed duel which was 
the victim the treachery his own second and his 
overwhelming self-confidence. 
The book very well written, not only the stories 
Tordenskjold’s many exploits, but the descrip- 
tions men-of-war the early 18th century, naval 
customs and traditions the day and the jealousies 
and politics the royal court Frederick Den- 
mark-Norway. 
good reading and recommended. 

Moses, Capt., U.S.N. (Ret.), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


May, Henry The End American Innocence 
Knopf. Oct. 19,1959. 413p. $5.75. 

This book, according its author, study the 
first years our own time, 1912-1917.” takes, 
point departure, dinner that was given New 
York March 1912, honor the critic and 
novelist, William Dean Howells. Most those who 


attended, according Henry May would have testi- 
fied that the “massive walls nineteenth century 
American culture, with their foundation stones faith 
progress and moral law, seemed still intact.” The 
author believes that these men were wrong; believes 
that fundamental changes were taking place America 
that very time and that 1917 the America the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century would 
foundly changed. order indicate the nature and 
depth these changes informs that has con- 
centrated “those areas American life which 
general ideas were most clearly expressed.” de- 
votes most his attention, then, literature and poli- 
tics because believes that those two areas Ameri- 
cans revealed themselves most completely. Some may 
question this selection. The term “literature” con- 
strued very loosely, however, with the result that Dr. 
May presents rather wide sampling American self- 
expression. 


What,then, were some the convictions 1912 that 
were modified and some cases even discarded 
that mentioned “the reality, cer- 
tainty and eternity moral values.” The author ob- 
serves that such terms truth, justice, patriotism, un- 
selfishness and decency were used everyone with 
implication that their meaning might restricted 
time and place. further observes that late 
1912 Americans still believed that moral judgments 
could applied not only the conduct individuals 
but also the “doings trusts and labor unions, cities 
and nations.” further observes that attitude 
approaching “universal morality” was still rooted 
America attitude had perhaps been ex- 
perienced most Americans, including Jefferson, 
whom “it had been matter self-evident natural 
law, confirmed man’s innate moral sense.” 
1912, the author observes that “materialism and skepti- 
cism were the discredited notions few heathen 
Greeks and dissolute Frenchmen.” Likewise, late 
1912, the author contends that most Americans be- 
lieved progress and were convinced that the world 
was getting better and that large scale wars were 
thing the past. 


The author next proceeds analyze the changes that 
took place during what considers the crucial years 
from 1912 1917. observes that many believed 
that Indianapolis had 1912 displaced Boston the 
nation’s literary capital. Much attention directed 
the utterances and political philosophies Theodore 
Roosevelt, William Howard Taft and Woodrow Wil- 
son, they contended 1912 for the presidency. Con- 
cerning Jchn Dewey, the author observes that “to 
Dewey most his countrymen, were just en- 
tering the period which progress would possible. 
Fixed arbitrary codified morality was almost his chief 
enemy, yet was absolutely confident that the de- 
struction moral codes would make moral choices 
sounder.” Fortunately for the nation, most Americans 
were not insane believe that the moral order, 
imperfect though was, would improved the 
scrapping the Ten Commandments. Mencken 
eives much attention too, not all kindly because 
Mencken refused consider the Germans Huns in. 
World The influence Freud and other 
peans receives much discussion and detailed appraisal. 
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Such magazines the Century, Pearson’s, the Dial and 
the North American Review profoundly influenced 
Americans, according the author, despite their some- 
what limited circulations. 


result pressures both American and European 
origin, Dr. May believes that the American culture 
1912 disappeared completely. admits that 
since that date “American civilization has been less 
happy, less more precarious. The 
end innocence was part great tragedy, 
but was not, itself, unmitigated disaster.” 
matter fact may argued that not all American 
culture existed 1912 has disappeared. Much 
was substantial that has weathered the frenzied 
attacks enemies both foreign and domestic. The 
years from 1912 1917 may later retrospect appear 
much less significant than Dr. May now considers them 


have been. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Medina, Harold The Anatomy Freedom 
Holt. Sept. 21,1959. 178p. $3.50. 
Ten years ago Judge Medina presided the dramatic 
Communist trial eleven leading members the 
party. lasted some nine months and during that 
time the judge was subjected many and varied pres- 
sures both inside and outside the courtroom. His be- 
havior, both judicial and non-judicial, brought him into 
prominence and recognition that will survive the fifteen 
addresses that are contained this very readable book. 
Most the speeches were made the last several 
years since 1952 and they vary interest and import- 
ance according the particular reader. However, re- 
gardless the contents the addresses essays (be- 
cause some are essay form), Medina’s insistent pre- 
occupation with the spiritual and moral values 
American life provides unifying principle which every 
serious and mature reader will appreciate. jurist, 
law lecturer, trial lawyer, judge and humanist, Medina 
not difficult listen and the insights and percep- 
tions this anatomist freedom are 
stimulating and provocative. His language sharp and 
pungent more frequently than not, when observes 
that brains are cheap and that one can always hire some 
bright person good technical job but attain 
position leadership and influence “will depend upon 
guts and loyalty.” 
The dynamics Medina’s life traces himself back 
three men above all others: Christian Gauss, 
teacher Romance languages and later the Dean 
the college Princeton; Woodrow Wilson, who was 
President Princeton during his four years under- 
graduate; and Harlan Fiske Stone who taught him 
Columbia Law School and was Dean there during his 
early years teaching law. considers Wilson the 
source his conviction that part the anatomy 
freedom spiritual and that best delineated the 
teachings Christ. Stone’s influence Medina was 
different kind because the Chief Justice’s work 
with conscientious objectors during World War made 
recognize the rights all concerned speak their 
minds. This was impressed upon Medina profoundly; 
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but equally strong was the influence Stone’s prac- 
ticality and shrewdness that made him constantly aware 
those shallow novelties and nostrums that are dressed 
the apparatus freedom. 


The subjects these essays are quite varied: Patriotism, 
The Meaning Freedom, The Influence Woodrow 
Wilson the Princeton Undergraduate (1902-1910), 
The Liberal Arts and the Whole Man, Robert Frost’s 
eightieth Birthday Celebration, Arguments Against the 
Use Television and Radio Courtrooms, The spir- 
itual Quality Justice, Security, The Education 
Judge, The Anthony Cramer Treason Case (which was 
the first its kind ever reach the Supreme Court), 
etc. The general theme freedom plays all through 
these essays, sometimes language that eloquent, 
sometimes phrases that are pedestrian and conversa- 
Medina’s own biography seems enter al- 
every essay but this can rewarding for one who 
open appreciate mind that has great respect for 
individual growth and spiritual integrity. Every reader 
will benefit from the wisdom this deeply moral and 
religious mind—the attorney, the law student, the prac- 
ticing judge, the ordinary citizen. meet consum- 
mate judge these pages. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Hardin, Garrett Nature and Man’s Fate 
Rinehart. Sept. 14,1959. 375p. $6.00 (III) 


Texan teaching the University California, Mr. 
Hardin proves this book that must good and 
stimulating teacher. The exposition all scientifically 
sound and challenging, and the illustrations (by Evan 
Gillespie) are excellent. 

The author sets forth full discussion not only 
evolution, but the extension the concepts biologi- 
cal evolution the life Man, today and tomorrow. 
These concepts are basically those Darwin, with 
modern additions; these last, within the preceding 
twenty years so, have enlarged our picture and en- 
hanced it. Mutations, genetic drift, and the knowledge 
the science genetics have helped give theory 
which the most satisfactory thus far produced. 
quarrel with the author this: not any means 
well equipped discuss any moral theological 
implications, the scientific. 

mention few specific instances may seem invidious, 
for they not represent the main tone the book. 
But they occur often enough make the book un- 
recommendable for Catholics who are not well enough 
educated their theology make them realize mis- 
statements and fallacies when they occur. 


St. Augustine could hardly described unorigi- 
nal thinker! St. Paul receives some nasty remarks, for 
writing about celibacy. The author course has never 
heard counsel and precept, and the difference 
between them. Official Catholic doctrine not dog- 
gedly obscurantist, nor Catholics have “irrational 
prejudices” against artificial insemination. 

And course here again have that antithesis be- 
tween certain amount “waste” evolution and 
Divine Designer. This antithesis invalid. 
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recommend that the author become more knowl- 
edgable about Catholic philosophy and theology. 
the meantime, with this caution, educated Catholics 
who have already grappled with the problems discussed 
this book, will find original and stimulating. 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Wheeler, Sir Mortimer Early India and Pakistan 
Praeger. Oct. 241p. $5.50. (Ila) 

This the latest series distinguished archaeologi- 
cal books, published this country Frederick 
Praeger, and edited Dr. Glyn Daniel England. 
not “popular” book, and should read only 
those who have already had little experience 
archaeological books. But, its kind, outstanding. 
The first few pages are painful, the sense that they 
introduce rapid succession large numbers un- 
familiar geographical names. When, when!, will 
authors books various parts the world resolve 
mention name which not map; particu- 
larly, there should general map. 

Once this first hurdle overcome, (by reader with 
atlas), there are fascinating descriptions what 
known about Stone Age India, and then the Indus, 
Ganges and Central Indian later urban civilizations, 
and the South Indian Megaliths. The account closes 
with Ashoka. 

There other book like it. Its excellence priori 
certain from the fact that top English archaeologist 
wrote it. addition, Sir Mortimer was Director for 
India, and Advisor for Pakistan, their Archaeologi- 
cal Services. 

background modern India, this has equal. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D. 


Henderson, Philip Richard Coeur Lion 
Norton. Sept. 21,1959. 256p. $5.95. (Ila) 


For generations now Richard the Lion Heart has been 
introduced young people dazzling model the 
chivalric ideal: the knight, king, and crusader whose 
prowess matched only his largesse. his biog- 
raphy, Philip Henderson summarizes recent research 
and shows what extent the man differs from the 
myth. 

Richard, course, was not English, but French. 
spoke English and spent but six months England 
during his entire reign. father was that barrel- 
chested Henry Plantagenet, Count Poitou, who 
1154 became King England and “the most powerful 
and influential prince Europe.” Richard’s mother 
was Eleanor Aquitaine, lady vast intelligence 
and one the most celebrated women the Middle 
ages. 

Knighted fifteen, Richard promptly revolted against 
his feudal overlord father and early showed signs 
undisputed military genius. was utterly fearless 
battle and could occasion equally ruthless. The 
wars home ended temporarily when succeeded 
his brother King England and sailed off for the 
Holy Land the Third Crusade. The voyage out was 


SELLERs 


interrupted campaign Sicily and the conquest 


Cyprus, and running battle for leadership 
the Crusade with Philip France, ten years his junior, 
who had little taste for personal combat, but astute 
and highly developed political sense. Only Palestine 
did Richard’s renown battle commander reach its 
full and awesome dimensions. Once Jaffa after 
morning attacks and counterattacks, Henderson re- 
ports, 
“Richard rode out between the lines and challenged any Turk 
single combat. none stirred, asked them for food, 
and when was brought him, dismounted eat the 
man’s land between the two armies. his example 
alone, had the whole Moslem army cowed.” 
Nevertheless, the campaign ended stalemate. 
Richard could win any single battle; but the terrain, 
the climate, and resolute foe made ultimate victory 
impossible. the trip home, suffered the indignity 
imprisonment Austria the Holy Roman Em- 
peror. When finally ransomed, spent his remaining 
years waging long, indecisive war with Philip 
France. Sensing could not win, buzzed erratical- 
across the map France like angry little whirl- 
wind, fighting bewildering succession battles and 
leaving the countryside smoking ruins. 
Henderson makes clear that Richard was 
man. was great improvisor, meeting all the feints 
and thrusts fortune with energy and despatch, ham- 
mering out on-the-spot solutions that lasted only long 
new storm broke. There was nothing mediocre 
about Richard’s personality military stature, but his 
greatness was the kind that leaves its wake misery 
and suffering for the rest mankind. 
Henderson unsympathetic dealing with the Medie- 
val Church; and monks and prelates, with the excep- 
tion the gentle Hugh Lincoln, come for pretty 
rough handling. Yet can indulgent his esti- 
mate Richard’s enormous vice 
“As for his morals, all one can say that they are not 
such widely condemned the majority his 
torians and men letters today.” the same time, 
the author curiously insensitive the tragic, anti- 
social consequences the Albigensian doctrine and 
practices and, the same breath, can blandly condemn 
the Dominicans “as the forerunners the modern 
political police.” 
Briefly, readers will welcome Henderson’s presentation 
the events Richard’s life the product 
alert, often wry, intelligence, but like not they will 
want draw their own conclusions from the facts. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Payne, Robert The Holy Sword 
Harper. Sept. 30,1959. 335p. $6.00. 


sometimes hear Americans talk though the 
Middle East were discovered the time Queen 
Victoria. The Holy Sword the perfect book for such 
people, for that matter, for anyone who would 
telligently relate the Islamic World long ago the 
nationalistic aspirations today. For here popular 
and completely fascinating history Islam and the 
Arab World from its beginnings the twentieth 
century. 
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Robert Payne has recreated dramatic story out 
peoples and events through cultural, military, political, 
religious and scientific history with all the sweep and 
fury thousand and one Arabian nights from the 
birth Muhammad the proclamation the United 
Arab Republic. 


book full the excitement and horror Arab 
conquests, cultural and scientific achievements, Persian 
poetry and religious fanaticism with their influence upon 
proud and august desert people and impact the 
Western World. Lively is, this authentic history 
told with human interest and dramatic force. And 
lively is, almost too much grasp and too 
entertaining put down. Scholarly its coverage 
and dynamic its telling, major work. Im- 
portant read for information fascination. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Robbins, Roland Wells and Evan Jones 
Hidden America 
Knopf. Oct. 19, 1959. $5.00. (I) 


This very attractively printed book adds little more 
the fast-growing list books being published the 
subject archeology. notice the authors’ appended 
reading list that quite few works the subject have 
been published the past five six years, but few 
American archeology. Mr. Robbins makes the claim 
that America holds the honor having one her 
presidents the world’s first scientific archeologist— 
pity then that most con- 
temporary American archeologists are pursuing their 
digging foreign shores. 


Mr. Robbins, whom this book mainly concerns, started 
his work amateur and apparently prefers con- 
sider himself this category. His first major work 
was the discovery and excavation the site 
Thoreau’s house Walden Pond. His reputation from 
that success led his being invited undertake the 
restoration the first large iron-works operated 
the shores the New World—the Saugus (Massa- 
chusetts) Iron Works. Since that time has been 
the scene many early American excavations. 


The author proves from abundant evidence that Amer- 
ica provides tremendous field for the interested 
archeologist. The latter half the book con- 
vincing plea for more workers the field. His experi- 
ences have indicated that many people find this type 
work fascinating, and does his best encourage 
the natural appeal the search for the buried past. 


Mr. Robbins also sums the evidence few theories 
which always evoke much comment when they make 
their frequent appearances the newspapers. One 
the vexing question the discovery America. The 
evidence Viking visits the northeastern part this 
hemisphere fully discussed, and many pet hypotheses 
are discarded—one example being the famous stone 
tower Newport, often described Norse origin. 
The puzzling Kensington stone Minnesota also comes 
for discussion. 


The book well and entertainingly written, and the 
text profusely supplemented with over hundred 
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pictures (many them taken the scene the 
author) and illustrations. the whole, the book 
well worth the reading one’s interests lie this 


direction. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Saint Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Sheehan, Arthur Peter Maurin: Gay Believer 
Hanover House. Oct. $3.75. 


Here the first biography Peter Maurin, great Cath- 
olic social crusader twentieth century United States. 
Arthur Sheehan tells articulate and beautiful prose 
the story the man whose tireless efforts helped estab- 
lish the Catholic Worker movement, who waged life- 
long battle put across his Green Revolution against 
the Red Revolution. the story the man who 
invaded the lair Communism and how with 
Dorothy Day founded newspaper weekly The 
Catholic Worker; and how traveled every part 
the continent speaking all who would give ear, 
anywhere. 


Peter Maurin was prophet some people, anathema 
others. the time his death 1949 had 
become widely recognized original and rather in- 
fluential social thinker. 


The author has limned portrait out extensive re- 
search, long personal contact and deep affection for 
this outspoken social crusader. tells fascinating 
story unique and saintly man. 


This book repays one’s time. Should library- 
shelves schools with Sociology part the curri- 
culum. Maurin cannot ignored. This reviewer 
might have entitled the book: Peter Maurin: Catholic 
Communist. the reading failed discover any- 
thing the way-down-deep Peter Maurin; but maybe 
Peter must down history that way. 


Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Greeley, Andrew The Church and the Suburbs 
Sheed and Ward. Oct. 21,1959. 206p. $3.50. 


Father Andrew Greeley, curate quasi-suburban 
parish the Archdiocese Chicago, suburbanite 
birth, and man whose life span contemporaneous 
with the growth and development Suburbia, un- 
questionably qualified evaluate suburban life and its 
effect upon the Church. This does quite interest- 
ingly and effectively The Church and the Suburbs. 
Besides revealing his evident sacerdotal apostolicity, 
Father Greeley also discloses considerable knowledge 
the sociology Suburbia. Yet himself con- 
fesses, asks many questions and provides few an- 
swers, for intends begin discussion Suburbia 
rather than end one. 


orderly, logical and arreting manner, Suburbia 
arraigned, its faults are disclosed and its benefits enu- 
merated. The social, cultural and other forces which 
have given rise the modern phenomenon Suburbia 
seems, this reviewer, underplayed—or perhaps 
not thoroughly examined Suburbia itself. 
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Every Catholic who interested both the Church 
and the American way life, should read this book. 
will find informative, inspiring and maybe irritat- 
ing times. This reviewer, for instance, cannot agree 
with the implication page that the Irish immi- 
grants and the modern immigrants (the Negroes, the 
Puerto Ricans, the Mexicans and the Southern Whites 
who are mostly migrants rather than immigrants), are 
quite akin facing complex urban civilization. 
When these new immigrants start build churches and 
parochial schools, the Irish and the Germans, and 
later the Italians, then the comparison might valid. 
However, this reviewer might unduly sensitive about 
anything Irish, and his bias should not deter anyone 
from reading welcome contribution Catholic 


Americana. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 
McGinley, Phyllis Province the Heart 


Viking. 181p. $3.00. 


Readers Phyllis McGinley’s poetry will welcome this 
collection essays. They will recognize the light touch 
here and interested seeing used bring home 
some serious opinions prose. She claims the pieces 
are “running argument with those whose interpreta- 
tion life different from mine.” 


few examples this interpretation: from Suburbia 
Thee Sing find the author describing suburb 
lively, interesting and desirable place live; from 
The Brave Generation learn that juvenile delin- 
quents are exceptions” and that the young are 
brave generation whose actual morality decidedly 
higher than was ours”; from The Honor Being 
Woman, not know who first invented the myth 
sexual equality. But myth willfully fostered 
and nourished certain semi-scientists and other fic- 
tion writers.” 


Miss McGinley, Mrs. Charles Hayden, has grouped the 
essays under titles, “Unorthodoxies,” from which 
the above quotes are taken, “Frivolities” and “From 
Terrace.” think enjoyed the frivolities most; but 
all are good. They Harper’s, Life, 
Ladies Home Journal and other magazines but, you 
missed them, suggest you buy the book. would 
make fine gift for your husband you have one. 
least husband was delighted see print, 
recognized author, just what always thought about 
women and their place society. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Mowat, Farley The Desperate People 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 19, 1959. 305p. $4.50. 


This book Farley Mowat’s second chronicle the 
plight the Ihalmiut, Eskimo group the Keewatin 
District Northern Canada. the first, The People 
the Deer, made impassioned plea civiliza- 
tion for the survival his furred friends. His request 
was unfortunately unheeded; consequently, this new 


Best 
work records their gradual deterioration. singles host 
out the gradual disappearance the caribou the 
proximate cause their decimation and the selfish in- while 
efficiency several white-men agencies the remote 
cause. More specifically, pins the blame for the chapte: 
tragic fate the three “Empires”: The 
Hudson Bay Company, the Church (Catholic and 
Episcopal), and the Royal Mounted Police. The facts 
and statistics with which the author substantiates his 
claims are compelling, but his intransigent ment 
tion the missionaries leads one suspect that ten 
may sometimes carried away subjective sentiment. 

Such expressions “the servitude the Blackrobe” 
and “men inferior understanding” 
scented with unavowed prejudice. His tales 
ing can stir pathos the most unfeeling 
about the angry condemnation responsible authori- 
ties, but one must remember that responsibility ad- 
ministration strange and complex burden. Beatty, 
The Desperate People the tragic narrative the cycle 
starvation, nakedness, disease and death. This 
drummed into the reader repeated incidents until Fach 
even the strange names the fated Ihalmiut tend 
become familiar. The sameness this often-repeated 
cycle would create boredom were not salvaged 
intense dramatic quality. Moreover, the lyrical 
prose the text raises above the ordinary chronicle 
woes. 
c 
Brother Robert Alfred, But 
waitin 
Miller, Max Bring All Your Folks 
Doubleday. Oct. 238p. $3.95. 
This the twenty-sixth effusion author Max Miller, quantity 
California (La Jolla) resident, whose past literary host 
successes have ranged from nostalgic charm grim commut 
waterfront activities. For California readers, this newest from 
delve into endotic treasures contains much more the 
charm and less the grim historical details about four 
hundred square miles islands off the southern and 
fornia (and Mexico) coastline. presents just what ford Raj 
the dust-jacket outlines: light-hearted examination Connect 
case get crowded off the mainland.” horror 
One these islands, Santa Catalina, nationally (perhap: 
known, musically, for its Avalon Bay; locally, for its officials’ 
tourists. San Clemente, and San Nicolas, are ruggedly times 
wild “last frontier” should be; Santa Cruz, with 
its sea-lions; Santa Cruz, and Santa Rosa, with vast despite 
cattle ranches; Guadalupe Island, with reappearing good 
sea elephant herd; the picturesque, steep, shipwrecking facing 
Anacapa group near Ventura; the northern San Miguel; 
romantic Santa Barbara; Socorro and Clipperton 
southern Mexico waters, are all mentioned intermingled 
with interest and affection for their historical past and 
present futures, which includes military airstrips and 
gunnery practice. 
The book replete with all the many people, flora, 
fauna, and exaggerated occurrences that contribute 
good armchair travel. There are pirates, Chinese 
castaways, wild goats, sea lions, very excellent chap 
ter abalone fishing), hermits, military, tourists, who 
front activities, Lindbergh, Gertrude Ederle, San Diego and 
waterfront and Zoo, Coast Guard and Navy, Portola, res 
Cabrillo, the early Indians, Sebastian Vincaino, and that doe 
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host historical explorers familiar only student 
the times. 


While not factual enough for National Geographic 
and too sprawling for Life picturization, the 
chapters, which include certain repetition and re- 
dundancy concerning the San Diego area, might lend 
themselves Holiday, but not the publications that 
prefer the incidental intelligence and polish wittier 
travelogues. enough that this easy entertain- 
ment about spectacular portion the coastline, writ- 
ten the that today’s happening yester- 
day’s history, leading the tomorrow that soon be- 


comes yesterday. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Beatty, Jerome, Jr. 

Show the Way Home: The 

Commuter Story 
Oct. 7,1959. 247p. $3.95. 
Each day the crack dawn thousands weary 
men (and not few women, too) rise from their sub- 
urban beds, dress hastily, bolt down hasty breakfast 
and dash madly the railroad station catch the 
commuters’ And each evening, like 
ploughmen old, they wend their even wearier way 
homeward. they are lucky, they arrive 7:00 P.M. 
But they are unlucky—and alas, how often this the 
delays schedule will keep them 
waiting for hour after hour drafty train compart- 
ments. add their misery, commuters’ fares keep 
the service rendered decline quality and 
quantity. The result frustration, annoyance—and 
host stories about the mishaps that they fellow 
commuters have undergo. 


From this rich harvest commuters’ hard luck tales, 
Beatty, Jr.—a professional writer and editor 
formerly associated with Coronet, Pageant and Collier’s 
and veteran the New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad’s grueling run Suburbia nearby 
Connecticut—has prepared anthology humor and 
horror that will tickle the heart any communter and 
(perhaps) bring blush shame some railroad 
officials’ unblushing cheeks. It’s easy read, although 
times one has the impression that the joke has been 
extended bit too long. The style catchy and— 
despite the humor—the presentation quite factual. 
good commentary the transportation problems 
facing increasingly large number homo Ameri- 


Crowell. 


Robert Cunningham, 
Maryknoll Publications, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Crichton, Kyle Subway the Met 
Doubleday. Oct. 12,1959. 240p. $4.50. 


Apparently Kyle Crichton could not make his 
mind whether tell the story ambitious tomboy 
who knew her way around the Bronx that seri- 
ous and gifted girl who dreamed being opera star. 
result, comes with schizophrenic biography 
that does not quite ring true. Mr. Crichton, who 
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excellent craftsman, chose use the free-swinging, 
intimate style writing that has become par for the 
celebrity course during recent years. Although aims 
scintillating sophisticated tone, achieves one 
that merely commonplace and “cute.” 


Risé Stevens had magnificent voice but that alone 
could never make her prima donna. She reached 
the Met through the shrewd and combined machina- 
tions her mother, her teacher and her husband. 
the area back-stage intrigue that Mr. Crichton 
excels. There understanding, humor and bite his 
picture the three strategists moving their gifted pawn 
the fascinating game musical chess. Sadie, stub- 
born and indomitable, firm believer the “no-holds- 
barred” school action), pushed, pulled and fought 
until her daughter gained foothold professional 
singer. Madame Schoen René, stern and brilliant 
teacher, carefully trained the voice that would one day 
thrill thousands with the Habanera and Seguidilla. 
However, was Walter Surovy, Risés husband, who 
successfully manipulated her career that she became 
the only mezzo-soprano receive top fee the Metro- 
politan. 


fact, Walter who emerges the most interesting 
character the book. His problems Hungarian 
actor during the rise Hitler, the unorthodox courting 
Risé, his hilarious experiences American soldier 
who knew little English, (and fractured that), the 
technique developed for “stretching” his wife 
artist and personality, and his behind-the-scenes battle 
with the Met, all make wonderful reading. Subway 
the Met, Walter not only upstages Risé but pushes 
her right into the wings and that shouldn’t happen 
prima donna assoluta even book! 


you enjoy professionally slick biographies that tend 
color the facts order make them more interest- 


ing, this book for you. 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Meyer, Lewis Preposterous Papa 
World. Oct. 15,1959. 214p. $3.95. (1) 

This the biography one Max Meyer, man who 
ran general store Oklahoma during the past fifty 
years. Mr. Meyer never did anything tremendous but 
did the ordinary things way which was out 
the ordinary; least thinks his son and that the 
reason for the book. 


Actually the book left unimpressed, bored and 
little alienated. The book makes much the fact 
that Papa collected fat checks from the for 
not planting crops which never intended plant 
and was incapable planting. even collected for 
not planting crops his front lawn. Another time 
decided move house without adequate help. The 
house broke down the main street the town. 
Traffic was blocked off. The police and motorists 
were annoyed. This the high point the humor 
the book. Part the book tells that Preposterous Papa 
was constantly troubled with gas his stomach. The 
manner and results his relieving himself the 
same are probably the low point the humor. 
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This enough show the flavor the book. Those 
who enjoy the old slapstick, pie-in-the-face, falling-on- 
a-banana-peel humor will perhaps enjoy this book. 


James Ball, S.J. 


Brief Comment 


Childs, Marquis and James Reston 
Walter Lippmann and His Times 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 23,1959. 246p. $3.95. 


This something 70th birthday present the 
renowned commentator and consists essays twelve 
his contemporaries, George Kennan, Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr., Arthur Krock, Carl Binger, Reinhold 
Niebuhr, Allan Nevins, Iverach McDonald, Frank 
Moraes, Raymond Aron, Harry Ashmore, James Reston, 
and Marquis Childs, the latter two having also served 
editors the tribute. The essays are, one might 
expect the occasion, appreciative Mr. Lippmann’s 
work and his courage and ability. But they are not 
merely succession eulogies. Arthur Krock’s con- 
tribution, history “Early Personal Journalists” 
valuable study itself. Frank Moraes’ estimate 
Lippmann marked graceful style that shows 
predilection for alliteration. George Kennan discusses 
the lack critical interpretation the meaning the 
Russian Revolution 1917 the U.S., which was, 
course that time, the midst somewhat hysteri- 
cal war effort. And through each the twelve. 
The stature Mr. Lippmann grows under the admira- 
tion men who are eminent “personal journalists” 
themselves. 


Lewis, Wyndham 
Florentine Portrait: Saint Philip 
Benizi (1233-1285) 

Sheed and Ward. Sept. 137p. $3.00. (I) 


For this generation which has witnessed remarkable 
revival Marian devotion competent biography, the 
first modern times, noted Servite general 
worthwhile. Avoiding the old style hagiography the 
author depicts his subject normal boy and 
adult who suffered many failures alongside his frequent 
successes curbing the excesses the Guelf-Ghibelline 
feuds. Although deemed worthy the papacy 
rejected the opportunity only face constant disap- 
pointment papal recognition the Servites. Justly 
Mr. Lewis sees the life St. Philip message for 
the Atomic Age, “love, humility, patience, compassion, 
self-sacrifice, self-effacement, the sharing the suffer- 
ings the Mother Sorrows with the seven.swords 
her heart.” 

Eugene Willging, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Etheridge, Willie Snow Russian Duet 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 313p. $3.95. (Ila) 
This the account two-woman invasion Russia 
the summer 1958. One was the Russian-born 
wife Robert Magidoff, (an American correspondent 


Best 


Russia and from which had some trouble taking 
his wife with him back America); the other, and 
the author this book, the wife the publisher 
the Louisville (Ky.) Courier Journal and Times. Their 
adventures were pleasantly ordinary extra- 
ordinary setting; but they are recounted with verve 
that endues them with interest. That the Russian 
people are much like people everywhere not start- 
ling revelation; but seems necessary somehow 
affirm it, from time time, mostly because the ac- 
tions and shouting their leaders. 


Kronenberger, Louis (Editor) 

The Best Plays: 1958-1959 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 10,1959. 405p. $6.00. (IIb) 
The series Burns Mantle started way back the begin- 
ning the century has been adequately carried 
recent years Mr. Kronenberger. His choice the 
ten best Broadway the past season will not 
disputed except couple instances, one which 
“Kataki,” the other, perhaps, “The Cold Wind and 
the Warm” neither which could considered 
succes fou, and not succes d’estime every quar- 
ter. The plays are presented condensed form 
usual. But year book the season, and 
off Broadway, (including Chicago and London), that 
this annual volume valuable. 


Tigue, Ethel Erkkila Betrayal 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 28, 1959. 276p. $3.50. (IIb) 

The problems dedicated teachers, and principled 
principal are engrossingly presented here. galaxy 
good portrayals enriches the book, pictures students 
and teachers alike. Its realism, spottily, vulgar; but 
its merits outweigh these lapses. Mrs. Tigue knows the 
education business, and she has something worthwhile 
say. 

Phil Roberson’s troubles principal; Tess Tamminen’s 
sensitive handling her high school charges, well 
her own love life; these, and other aspects all add 
fine story, well written and enjoyable. leaves the 
reader with much food for thought. 


Seifert, Elizabeth Doctor Trial 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 28,1959. 307p. $3.50. 

When Storm Linders left St. Louis medical school 
three-month apprenticeship with four doctors 
small town clinic, expected the worst. What 
found the subject this clean, entertaining novel, 
Elizabeth Seifert’s fortieth about doctors and their many 
problems. 


The Ruble family figure prominently the story; the 
delightful family-loving physician, his cute wife and 
their three children. Added their household 
Ducky Ruble, who tasting family life for the first 
time. She cousin, and used traveling all over 
the world. Her adjustment added interest. 


pleasure recommend this light, cheerful book 


anyone, any age. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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apman, Hester 

The Last Tudor King: Study Edward 
Macmillan. 290p. $4.95. 

The author offers the “suggestion” that Edward was 
not “sickly, helpless creature but intelligent, high 
any his race.” Some popular myths are exploded 
but the effort remains “suggestion.” Anyone inter- 
ested good writing will find that quiet urbane style 
can vivid and dramatic. The usual notes, bibliog- 
raphy and index are included. 


Salomon, Henry Victory Sea 
Doubleday. Oct. 22,1959. 256p. $5.95. 

The story the naval actions World War II, which 
proved highly successful series television broad- 
casts here brought within book covers, outsize 
book, replete with photographs taken from the navy 
from which the series was made. Although 
Henry Salomon gets credit for this volume, the assist- 
ance Richard Hanser writing the captions and the 
text, and Charles Osborn selecting the photo- 
graphs acknowledged. The volume should prove 
valuable libraries and will, have doubt, 
favorite with former navy men. 


Hunt, Morton The Natural History Love 
Knopf. Oct. 26,1959. $5.95. 

This is, spite the undertones the title, scholar- 
approach the attitudes Western civilization 
the whole problem relations between the sexes, 
drawn largely from the literature succeeding cen- 
turies from the Greek the more recent, and one 
might say more less Freudian studies, concerning love 
and/or lust. For the adult reader this can refresh- 
ing approach the entire “situation.” The morbidly 
curious will find little satisfaction this treatise; but 
treatise is, and that will limit its appeal those who 
apprecate scholarship rather than sensationalism. 


Blum, Daniel Theatre World: Season 1958-1959 
Chilton. Oct. 256p. $6.00. 


This the 15th consecutive volume the Blum series, 
which leans heavily photographs productions and 
content list cast and credits for each play with the 
its run. Plays produced and off Broadway 
attention; there section full-page photos 
“promising personalities” and listing players 
with brief biographies. Theater buffs have begun 
consider these annuals must.” 


Packer, Joy The High Roof 
Lippincott. Sept. 284p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Marriage high roof; and, according Chinese 
proverb: nothing more amusing than see 
your friend fall from high roof.” that may, 
there nothing funny about novel falling flat its 
face from high places. The situations this novel are 
fraught with interest appeal: apartheid, divorce, mur- 
der; but the talent, sadly, missing and all falls 
Pretty much—squish! easy acceptability divorce 


271 


adds questionable note its moral value. Bad morals 
have nothing with its supply boredom. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Jones, Edgar Those Were the Good Old Days 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 16, 1959. 448p. $8.50. 


This nothing but page after page reproductions 
advertisements which have appeared American press 
since 1880, 1930. Curiously there not, far 
could discover, one example the famous Cluett 
and Peabody “Arrow Collar Man,” none the series 
Palmolive ran promising “skin you love touch,” 
and none the attractive “Flying Cloud” series 
Reo. But there are enough examples good and 
(mostly) bad advertising satisfy the curious and 
give nostalgic laugh oldsters fifty more years. 


Continuing Encyclopedia 


The English translation the Twentieth Century 
Encyclopedia Catholicism, under the general editor- 
ship Henri Daniel-Rops, which eventually will con- 
sist some 150 volumes published Hawthorn, con- 
tinues apace with two volumes per month. Leon Cris- 
tiani Why Believe, (123p. $2.95; I), with his 
customary flair and astounding erudition, conducts the 
reader through brief history apologetics, (the 
rational defense creed), both ancient and modern, 
always with valuable insights and observations 
One can hardly better for brief discussion the 
religious attitudes and beliefs God’s chosen people 
than have recourse The Religion Israel Albert 
Gelin, (111p. $2.95; I), for this acknowledged ex- 
pert writing about spellbinding subject Jacques 
Christianity and Money, (126p. $2.95; I), 
considers the problems which face each Christian 
his confrontation with the material resources the 
universe and with modern technology the other 
end the spectrum Christian morality The The- 
ology Grace, (158p. $2.95; which Claude 
Daujat elucidates the essential supernaturality Chris- 
tian living The title, The Catholic Spirit, Jean 
Retif, (127p. $2.95; I), seems misleading, since the 
author stresses the universality the Church Christ 
and issues plea for the some openmindedness and 
Heresies and Heretics, (142p. $2.95; I), Msgr. Leon 
Cristiani provides valuable summaries theological 
errors, ancient and modern What Priest? 
Joseph Lecuyer, (126p. $2.96; I), eloquent book 
about the theology and meaning the Sacrament 
Holy Orders too-brief volume, surcharged 
with illuminations and enthusiam, Amedee Brunot 
writes about St. Paul and His Message, (141p. $2.95; 
I), and exposes the five major themes Pauline 
thought stirring fashion answering the ques- 
tion, Theology Science?, (127p. $2.95; 
Chenu leads the reader through thrilling survey 
the problems and answers which engage the true the- 
ologian. successive volume this major enter- 
prise confirms our anticipation that the entire work 
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will meet with success. Only recently index for the 
volumes has been provided all sub- 
scribers the series, thus fulfilling need noted 
here speaking earlier volumes. 


William Herlihy, 
Department Theology, 
University Scranton 


Anthologies 


The Golden Treasury Poetry not confused 
the unwary with the famous old Golden Treasury 
put together Palgrave. This is, however, most 
attractive book, its poems and pieces selected Louis 
Untermeyer, who also supplies kind running com- 
mentary. The book obviously intended for young 
people, even very young people, who, snug and safe 
someone’s lap, will more less sleepily read along 
with the voice the one who reading them, 
look entranced the illustrations which Joan Walsh 
Anglund has supplied. This will make enjoyment 
for both the reader and the read-to, (Golden. Oct. 19, 
1959. 324p. $4.95; The Family Album Favorite 
Poems edited Edward Ernest, who divides his 
selections into fifteen categories. one would expect, 
most the old favorites are here, together with some 
that are not well known. Drawings Leonard Vos- 
burgh decorate the text, (Grosset Dunlap. Oct. 1959. 
538p. $4.95; William Cole has edited The Fire- 
side Book Humorous Poetry, (Simon and Schuster. 
Sept. 1959. 522p. $6.5; I), and excellent job has 
done, not the least indication which that has 
had the good sense and taste include goodly num- 
ber the original illustrations drawn Tenniel, Bab, 
Lear, Frost, Herford, Herriman and others. 
good, too, see Samuel Hoffenstein and Don Marquis, 
Phyllis McGinley, Arthur Guiterman and Cum- 
mings recognized for their comic spirit along with such 
other lights Lear and Belloc and Chesterton, 
Gilbert, John Betjeman and pleasant crew 
merrymakers you could wish. This can recom- 
for purchase gift addition library 
shelves. 


Lyrics Several Occasions the modest title chosen 
Ira Gershwin, Gent., for this collection some 
the multitudinous lyrics the Gentleman has written 
over the years for show after show, from revue sketch 
folk opera. The printing these not minor 
poems and often intricate verses would have been 
pleasure enough; but Mr. Gershwin puts each its 
place and time, with comment upon the background 
the people concerned most intimately with each, 
that this becomes highly enjoyable autobiography, 
least the author’s professional life. The book 
handsomely printed and recommends itself gift, 
well prized personal possession. (Knopf. Oct. 
19, 1959. ix, 362p. $5.00; Verses from 1929 
collection what Mr. Ogden Nash considers his 
best poems over the past thirty years, some which 
has taken pains revise. All the poems here in- 
cluded have appeared previously the six volumes 
published during those thirty years, and all are worth 
second and third, and repeated readings. (Little, 
Brown. Nov. 1959. 522p. $5.95; IIa) surpris- 
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ingly good collection medieval lyrics translation 
has been prepared Hubert Creekmore, (Grove. Oct. 
1959. 278p. $4.75; which should much 
dispel any idea that the poets the pre-Renaissance 
periods Europe were inferior those who came after 
them. There are poems from the French, Provencale, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, German, Anglo-Saxon, 
and from the Latin and Greek the earlier 
poets. Every college library, least, should have this 


its shelves, and can recommended, too, the 


adult reader looking for something new and strange. 


Poems Praise collection poems Paul Engle 
praise people, children, the war dead, 
places. They are pleasant read and comprehensible. 
Some the sonnets praise the war dead are par- 
ticularly memorable and finely structured. And there 
many chuckle Modern Romance,” (Random 
House. Oct. 1959. 97p. $3.50; IIa) very slim 
volume Poems Vladimir Nabokov, (Doubleday. 
Aug. 20, 1959. 44p. $3.00; IIa), will appeal mostly 
those who relish wit and almost flawless good taste 
and have wide enough budget indulge their pleasure 
Marianne Moore’s latest volume poems, all new, 
Dragon, (Viking. Sept. 17, 1959. 37p. $2.75; 
also caviar for the general; and, far this 
reviewer concerned, good deal thin meal. 


Treasury Great American Speeches, edited 
Charles Hurd, (Hawthorn. Oct. 1959. 364p. $5.95; 
I), contains 100 speeches parts speeches made 
public figures the United States from 1645 the 
present, each preceded brief introduction form 
the “sequel” the event which prompted the speech 
Ralph Woods editor The Family Reader 
American Masterpieces, (Crowell. Oct. 1959. 487p. 
$5.95; IIa), which divides its selections, (except for 
poems there are few items that are not excerpts from 
longer works), according the author’s origin North, 
South, Midwest, West. little value libraries, 
this will still make interesting gift bedside book 
Golden Age American History, (Braziller. 
Oct. 26, 1959. 534p. $7.50), edited Frank 
Freidel, who also supplies introduction. His method 
has been excerpt representative chapters from his 
torians America who have recounted American his- 
tory, e.g., Prescott for “The Conquest Mexico,” Ban- 
croft for “Founding the English Colonies,” Parkman, 
“France and England the New World,” etc., 
Woodrow Wilson, “The End the 
Perry Miller edits The Golden Age American Litera 
ture, Oct. 26, 1959. 514p. $7.50), and 
chooses representative works Poe, Emerson, Thoreau, 
Hawthorne, Melville and Whitman exemplify the 
age.” Mr. Miller also supplies introduction 
and notes. 


Cartoon Collections 


The woodchuck what-is-it who poses for Giovannetti 
under the professional name Max again the 
Nothing But Max, (Macmillan, 85p., $3.50; 
I), sheaf delightful sketches without words and 
without need words. Max inimitable, indomitable, 
and completely captivating Fisher’s First Folio, 
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(Macmillan, 122p., 8’x11”, $3.95; I), again underlines 
the infinite variety man’s imagination and his 
ways laughing himself. Fisher’s cartoons are 
many different styles, fact shows effort 
achieve distinctive style his own; but the ideas are 
original and funny. The 122 pages average about two 
and half cartoons the page, which silly way 
saying there are more than double the number 
drawings there are pages Lawrence Lariar 
and Ben Roth have collaborated the Best Cartoons 
from Abroad: 1959, (Crown, 122p., $2.95; 
and again find hard believe that the “best 
cartoons” from Britain are found almost exclu- 
sively the Daily Sketch, those from France almost 
entirely Ici Paris, and forth; probably because 
Americans are considered too unfamiliar with 
politics abroad foreign customs, the humor leans 
pretty heavily the ribald universal 
Lawrence Lariar unassisted edited Best Cartoons, 
1959, (Crown, 122p., $2.95; which say 
“best” except for those The New Yorker and several 
other magazines noted for the high standard their 
cartoons which have not allowed Mr. Lariar clip 
from their pages; and unless you are browser maga- 
zine stands, you have never heard some the maga- 
tines from which these “best” have been 
Dennis the Menace: Teacher’s Threat Hank Ket- 
cham’s 1959 contribution good clean fun 
yakked every one the items, (Holt, 64p., 
$1.25; Peanuts Revisited assembles about 
450 four-panel items the zany adventures Charlie 
Brown, Linus, Lucy, Schroeder, and the wonder-dog 
Snoopy selected from the hundreds and hundreds 
those items which have appeared day-after-day more 
and more newspapers across the U.S. over the last five 
years. They are still fun and philosophic. Good grief, 
every one knows that Charles Schulz their crea- 
tor, (Rinehart, 224p., $2.95; The Embattled 
Executive the collaboration Lydia Strong (text) 
with Hormel (drawings); really should issued 
set single sheets for posting company bulletin 
boards, office walls, executive suites. The Ameri- 
can Management Association published and they 
sent along without posting the price, (AMA, 94p.; 
Jules Feiffer tells four stories his own frenetic 
style, that the chimney sweep who wanted 
movie star with “built” but found happiness without 
glamor; another the four-year-old Munro who was 
drafted into the army until one day cried; the story 
George’s Moon, which more prophetic than 
knew; and savagely satiric comment apathy 
atomic weapons “Boom!”. The four come handily 
packaged paperback edition titled Passionella, (Mc- 
Graw-Hill; 


Lochinvar tries for gentlemanly dachshund 
what was done for little-girl Eloise. Graham Porter 
wrote the text about this pet gay divorcee who lives 
the social register regions Manhattan hap- 
pily separated from Rippingham Cavanaugh III; the 
illustrations Vasiliu are fine, particularly the set 
three double-page spreads reporting the progress 
Christmas Eve cocktail party. But the whole thing 
precious and pink, (Crowell, $2.95; IIa) 
Ted Key’s popular Hazel appears high spots from 
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sixteen years her service with that suburban family’ 
which must often much regret rejoice ever having 
admitted this queen all maids into their home; but 
everyone will enjoy The Hazel Jubilee Ted Key, 
(Dutton, 192p., $3.95; I). 


Cook Books 


Chef Joseph Donon, now retired, has put the skill and 
knowledge lifetime fine cooking into 
which probably the best single volume recipes for 
the American kitchen, The Classic French Cuisine, 
(Knopf, Sept. 14, 1959, 324p., $5.00; I). Donon 
has lived the United States since 1921 and many 
distinctively American dish has been included his 
repertoire, but with that sagacious touch which merits 
its inclusion the classic French style cooking. This 
clearly phrased, well printed, and versatile cookbook. 
all-new Fannie Farmer Cookbook, completely re- 
vised Wilma Lord Perkins for this tenth edition 
one the most widely sold books its kind the 
history publishing, (it has sold nearly three million 
copies since 1896); first printing this edition runs 
75,000 copies, and safe wager there will more 
than one printing. Like its predecessors, simply 
illustrated with drawings that seem not have been 
changed least since 1910; and there complete 
index. The number recipes rather overwhelming, 
and one might have preferred more selective book; 
but cooks seem happy with the wide variety Fanny 
Farmer offers, (Little, Brown, Oct. 15, 1959, 596p.— 
with extra blank pages for notes and other recipes— 
$4.95; The Blueberry Hill Cookbook comes from 
Vermont inn that has become famous for its food 
and run the Mastertons. Mrs. Masterton gets all 
the credit for this different and delightful collection 
recipes. eclectic, chooses favorite dishes from all 
over the world, adds individual touch even the 
standard recipes, and, happily for wives ond mothers, 
geared the family proportions, family, that 
four who are hungry enough eat generous servings 
each, (Crowell, July, 1959, 302p., $3.95; Myra 
Waldo has edited The Diners’ Club Cookbook which 
collection special recipes from favored restau- 
rants throughout the United States and Canada, (Far- 
rar, Straus Cudahy, Sept. 25, 1959, 241p., $4.95; I). 
This is, one might say, gimmick cookbook—there are, 
for one example, four different cheese-cake recipes from 
various places, but the most famous all, Lindy’s, 
New York, not one them. But the happy cook 
can experiment and give menu well-traveled look 
Something similar style and spirit the third 
volume Favorite Recipes from Famous Eating Places 
dedicated the motorists the Ford and Lincoln- 
Mercury dealers and prepared Nancy Kennedy, 
(Golden Press, Sept. 1959, 252p., $1.95; color 
painting the eating place from which the recipe 
drawn heads each page. you like the recipe, you 
may wish explore the source your next trip 
The Women the General Foods Kitchens are 
credited with the authorship the General Foods 
Kitchens Cookbook, handsomely illustrated and gen- 
erally well designed cookbook that combines, the 
extra-wide pages combination menu planning and 
recipes which, naturally, feature the various packaged 
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prepared mixes and other foods developed General 
The color photographs George Lazarnick 
are drooly-appetizing, and Mary Bonin’s drawings are 
both decorative and illustrative, (Random House, 
426p., $4.95; I). 


Clue Works 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


You will meet delightful duo detection The 
Snake Stewart Farrar, (Washburn. 191p. $2.95; 
The title makes sound like western, but this 
British and worth the aficionado’s attention. Inspec- 
tor Elwyn Morgan and Sergeant Pitts find ugly mess 
blackmail, drug traffic and personal shame, yet keep 
Mark Derby’s Womanhunt, (Viking. 246p. $3.50; IIb), 
over-priced and over-extended, labored allegory 
about man-eating tigress and female 
British Intelligence being double agent Hit 
and Run John Creasy, (Scribner’s. 190p. $2.95; IIb), 
introduces new Inspector “Handsome” West, and 
this, too, concerns the drug traffic and murder. Ex- 
ceptionally violent but also for adult readers excep- 
tionally entertaining The Hostage Charles 
Henry, (Random House. 237p. $2.95; IIa), tells how 
little Davey Cleaves climbed into the moving van that 
was taking his parents’ furniture their new home and 
finds himself trapped more than one 
Jeremy York’s Come Here and Die, (Scribner’s. 
shallow goulash which the handsome American 
orphan acts like idiot protect his benefactor who 
made look suspicious until winds with 
nine-inch slice across his jugular Black the 
Fashion for Dying Jonathan Latimer, (Random 
House, 240p. $3.75; over-priced, over-sexed, 
overdone and hackneyed combination Hollywooden 
morality, (or lack thereof), murder, and muddle- 
headed motivation; the vicious but beautiful star shot 
during the filming the big “epic” might have been 
meant spoof Mike Shayne’s 35th adventure, 
Die Like Dog, Brett Halliday, (Dodd, Mead. 181p. 
$2.95; IIb), finds him exhuming poisoned dog, fighting 
off nymphomaniac blonde widow whose aged hus- 
band followed the dog. You know who done the 
dog and the daddy the first ten pages Michael 
Innes’ latest, Hare Sitting Up, (Dodd, Mead. 215p. 
$2.95; I), involves twins switching identities; gets off 
slow start and more than ordinary far 
reader-interest. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 


Tocqueville America abridgement (by Dudley 
Lunt) George Pierson’s longer work, 
ville and Beaumont America”; still intensely 
interesting account and the abridgement, anything, 
improvement for the general reader, (Anchor 
A-189, $1.45; IIa) The Comic Tradition America, 
edited Kenneth Lynn, (Anchor A-187, $1.45; I), 
anthology American humorists with Ben Frank- 
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lin and Washington Irving heading the list that, for 
purposes this volume, ends with Henry James, 
less, and Finley Peter Dunne Fifty Great 
Bernard Myers, (Bantam NC-33, $0.95; IIa), is, 
subtitled, short history western painting from 
Giotto Picasso,” and contains generous number 
black-and-white photographic reproductions well 
pages full color; will benefit the average reader 
and can serve text art appreciation courses 
which the student will find the selected bibliography 
guide further study Peter and Linda Murray 
have prepared for Penguin Reference Books 
tionary Art and Artists, (R-14, $1.25; I); besides 
brief biography each artist, mention made each 
the galleries which exhibit his her major 
works. 


Dutton has added several titles its valuable paper- 
back Everyman Library: reprint Walter Allen’s 
Writers Writing, (D46, $1.45; I), will special 
interest students and the would-be writer, but 
should attract also the more mature reader insight 
into the structure Poetry and The Novel Arthur 
Ryder’s translation Shakuntala and other writ- 
ings fifth-century Indian writer timely addi- 
tion, also, (D42, $1.45; III), mostly appeal the 
discriminating reader evaluation The Art 
Eliot, Helen Gardner, and based chiefly 
study his poem “Four Quarters,” was first printed 
1950, (D43, $1.15; Lawrence Durrell’s por- 
trait Cyprus, Bitter Lemons, can interest any reader 
not only for its views but for its literary style, (D44, 
$1:45; cf. 433, vol. 17) Heinrich Harrer’s 
report Seven Years Tibet has validity still and 
added interest since the Red Chinese conquest 
this rooftop land, (D45, $1.45: IIa) We, Russian 
novel Eugene Zamiatin, translated Gregory Zil- 
boorg, was originally published here 1924 and seems 
have earned reprint due the success Doctor 
Zhivago, since satiric novel dealing with 
lutionist’s disillusion with the terror that followed the 
1917 revolution, (D39, $1.45; IIb) Handbook 
readable, copiously annotated and should prove helpful 
literature students ready reference book since 
well indexed and has good bibliography, 
discusses the nature and uses Hypnotism, (D38, 
$1.35; III); this reprint the revised 1957 edition 
the original 1943 text Stewart Edward White’s The 
Unobstructed Universe, first printed 1940, record 
purported conversations with his wife after her death; 
strange document and open all sorts 
pretation; but not completely convincing facts, 


(D42, $1.45; 


Also from the Penquin lists comes Ernest Wood’s 
treatise Yoga philosophy and health practice, 
(A449, $0.95; IIa); you are not taken some 
the far-fetched notions, you might find some the 
acrobatic postures stimulating Desmond Clark’s 
The Prehistory Southern Africa, (A458, $1.50; 
chiefly for anthropologists and ethnologists; illus 
trated with drawings and photographs The Folger 
Library General Reader series the Washington Square 
Press division Pocketbooks adds two Elizabethan 
plays, John Webster’s The Duchess Malfi, 
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and Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor 
Faustus, (W100, $0.35; both edited Louis 


Wright and Virginia LaMarr Mondadori’s Italian- 


English Dictionary, Alberto Tedeschi and Carlo Fan- 
tonetti handy for anyone with good 20/20 vision 
reading glass; there are over 25,000 vocabulary entries 
622 pages, the print small, (Pocketbook 
$0.50; The Day Christ Died Jim Bishop 
thrilling account the first Good Friday, (Pocketbook 
GC-73, $0.50; cf. 65, vol. 17) Literary Remi- 
niscences Ivan Turgenev translation David 
Magarschack, with prefatory essay Edmund Wil- 
son, will special interest students literature, 


(Evergreen E-186, $1.95; 


Mystery and Suspense 


Carter Dickson’s Fear the Same, (Bantam A2000, 
$0.35; cf. 395, vol. 15) Mr. Campion and 
Others, collection short stories Margery 
Allingham, (Penguin 762, $0.65; Take Two 
Bedtime the same author contains two novella 
which poison the means the untimely end, (Pen- 
guin 1374, $0.65; She Asked for Murder the 
reprint title Enda Sherry’s “Tears for Jessie Hewitt,” 
(Dell 1004, $0.25; IIa) The Eighth Circle 
Stanley Ellin another tough private-eye mystery 
with mayhem, (Dell D311, $0.35; IIb) Two 
short mysteries the late Mary Roberts Rinehart, 
The Confession and Sight Unseen, (Dell D315, $0.35; 
Fit Kill Brett Halliday another the 
saga Mike Shayne, (Dell D314, $0.35; IIb; cf. 
207, vol. 18) The Shrew Dead the re- 
print title for Shelley Smith’s “The Lord Have 
Mercy,” (Dell D318, $0.35; makes gossip accuse 
the death patient and requires him 
find the real culprit translation from the French 
originally titled Question Character” comes now 
under the title Trapped; Jean Hougron 
translation Mervyn Savill, (Dell 1006, $0.25; IIb) 
Model for Murder Robert Kyle, (Dell A192, 
$0.25; IIb), tries sell hack plot lubricious 
cover Myrick Land’s “Search the Dark Woods” 
gets its titled chopped down The Search, (Dell D315, 
$0.35; IIb), which private eye tries find man 
who owes $200,000 and almost gets himself killed 
Frank Kane’s Juke Box King, (Dell B317, $0.35; IIb), 
telies violence and suggestiveness, and something 
what-is-it; only mildly suspenseful and more than 
alittle tedious. 


Westerns: 


Frank Gruber’s The Marshall, (Bantam A2021, $0.35; 
typical any good-sheriff against the bad- 
McCracken Command James Keene, (Dell A190, 
$0.25; I), original about captain who gets crossed 
with his colonel the Civil War and has deal 
with him again the wars against the Sioux; not 
all bad Bliss Lomax’s Stranger With Gun, (Dell 
1005, $0.25; I), standard-brand holster and trail stuff 
Winter the Sioux Robert Steelman, (Ballan- 
tine 334K, $0.35; I), another original and better than 
average attitude, plotline and style Chad Merri- 
man tells tale longhorns and cowboys Stampede, 
another original, (Ballantine 343K, $0.35; 
Texas 1869 the scene Texas Heller 
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Parsons, which former Union soldier has hard 
time keeping alive among all those Rebs, (Dell A191, 
$0.25; I). 


General Fiction: 


Exodus Leon Uris, (Bantam $0.75; IIb; cf. 
266, vol. 18) The Best Everything Rona 
Jaffe, (Pocketbook GC-68, $0.50; IV; cf. 214, vol. 18) 
The Wreck the Mary Deare Hammond 
Innes, (Permabook M-4079, $0.35; cf. 277, vol. 16) 
Jules Verne’s Journey the Center the Earth, 
(Permabook M4161, $0.35; I), are all tied release 
the film versions Parrish Mildred Savage has 
Connecticut tobacco farms background, (Pocketbook 
GC-72, $0.50; cf. 302, vol. 18) The Long 
Love Pearl Buck was originally published under 
her pseudonym John Sedges 1949, (Pocketbook 
C372, $0.35; cf. 121, vol. Ben Hecht’s 
The Sensualists, (Dell D294, $0.35; III; cf. vol. 19) 
Child Our Time Michel del Castillo, (Dell D3i9, 
$0.35; III; cf. 291, vol. 18) The Way All 
Flesh Samuel Butler, 161, $0.50; IIb), prob- 
ably the most reprinted title all reprint libraries; 
but will not satisfy the morbidly curious The 
Square Margaret Duras, translation Sonia 
Pitt-Rivers and Irina Morduch, attempt tell 
story dialogue and the most ordinary phrases. 
experiment interesting; but there interest 
ends, (Evergreen E170, $1.45; The Age 
Reason Jean-Paul Sartre, one trilogy novels 
based the author’s materialistic philosophy exis- 
tentialism, (Bantam SC43, $0.75; IV; cf. 90, vol. 
The Widow’s Tale John Coates, (Pocketbook 
M-4145, $0.35; IIb; cf. 176, vol. 18) Return 
the Eagles Van Wyck Mason expanded 
version tale the Vandalian invasion the 
western Roman empire; appeared Adventure mag- 
azine 1939, (Pocketbook C365, $0.35; IIb) The 
Witch Finder Thomas O’Brien, (Dell B135, 
$0.35; IV), just about trashy rubbish gets into 
The Joy Boys Walt Grove, (Dell B136, 
$0.35; IIb), more sex and plexiglas flying, this time 
over the Arctic routes; and the foregoing are first 
printings Hans Ruesch’s Top the World 
retread edition 1951 reprint, (Pocketbook M-4142, 
$0.35; IIb) Boulevard Robert Sabatier, trans- 
lated from the French Lowell Bair, former Prix 
Paris (1957) novel about Montmartre and the demi- 
monde, (Dell Ds10, $0.35; IV). 


General Non-fiction: 


Thomas Merton’s The Silent Life, (Dell D313, $0.35; 
cf. 355, vol. 16) Living Your Faith Robert 
Nash, S.J., (Guild Press 1175, $0.50; Stefan 
Gazel tells his life the Polish underground fighting 
first the Nazi invaders and then the Russians Live 
and Kill, (Ballantine F339K, $0.50; IIb) Stars 
the Making Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin, vividly 
written account the development astronomical 
knowledge and theory, (Pocketbook GC-69, $0.50; IIa) 
Ballet Walter Terry gives history this form 
dance and the outlines the stories some 250 
ballets; illustrated with photographs, (Dell LX112, 
$0.75; The Beat Generation and The Angry 
Young collection stories and essays, many 
the items can classified under either heading, 


276 


edited Gene Feldman and Max Gartenberg, (Dell 
F-84, $0.50; III) Raising Demons another 
Shirley Jackson’s sometimes amusing account her 
life mother and housewife, (Ballantine 342K, $0.35; 
cf. 367, vol. 16) All About Men Joseph 
Peck, M.D., (Permabook M-4140, $0.35; cf. 88, 
vol. 18) Family Medical Encyclopedia Justus 


Schifferes, Ph.D., (Permabook M-5013, $0.50; 
who prepared with the assistance board eight 
should get wider reading the reprint, (Pocketbook 
GC-39, $0.50; cf. 421, vol. 17) Poker 
ing Maverick may help some card-players, but may 


mislead the unwary, (Dell B142, $0.35; 
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